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BTW, we didn't hear from Miami this 

month. 

  Central Florida Buccaneers Christmas 
Luncheon December 10, 2014 
   My designated photographer for this 
event was having such a good time that 
she neglected to activate her trusty camera 
and record the fun we had being together 
and doing our annual Yankee Trader. So 
narrative only will have to suffice to relay 
what went on. Our Master of Ceremonies, 
Kay Strauss, took the reins after the meal 
portion of the program and very ably di-

Sad News Department: On November 
22nd we lost Captain Jim Richards at the 
age of 76. Jim came to National in 1967, 
flew with PAA and retired from Delta. He 
was living in the Villages at the time of his 
passing. 
   We will miss this good man, we will 

NOT forget him. May his last flight West 

be fair of wind and free from turbulence! 

Continued on page 2 

We have a recliner at home which we in-
herited from Linda's mother after she 
passed away. It beckons me often as it fits 
me to a T, offering a welcome respit from 
the upright position. I have, more or less, 
claimed ownership of this piece of furni-
ture and that selfishness is respected by 
the other members of the family, due in 
part to the concept of "squatter's rights" I 
expect. Earlier this morning I assumed my 

position and began to contemplate 2015. 
   I am asked, from time to time, if I miss 
the airlines. My reply is simple. I miss two 
things but am content to avoid the rest. 1- 
I miss operating the airplanes especially 
the 727. It was wonderful fun flying that 
machine. 2- I miss the people. The first 
reason is obviously difficult to replicate as 
the available funds for such a lark are 
needed to assuage other more pressing fi-
nancial matters. I salve that desire with 
memories of flights gone by even though 
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rected the choosing, hiding, seeking out 
of, and ultimate claiming of the various 
presents that covered the display table. 
Leslie Rimes had a very busy time of it as 
many of the presents she picked were 
claimed by others which, according to the 
rules, is fair play under certain                
circumstances. Others found themselves 
in   similar situations, just not as often. At 
any one point in time there were several 
conversational clicks in action, people 
tracking   desired presents and good na-
tured bantering all adding to a low level 
of confusion that made up the ambiance. 
If the decibel level of the din was any     
indication, at least most of our group     
enjoyed themselves.  
   I would like to take a moment to recog-
nize three folks who were at the luncheon 
for the first time. TARA JAMES is known 
to us by her attendance at the Franklin 
picnics and the conventions, but this was 
her first visit to our luncheon. Tara is  
married to DAVID JAMES who was with 
us as well. One of our former pilots BUD 
REED came all the way from Virginia. 
And speaking of distances traveled     
Captain GARY MORTON lives in       
Montana but found his way to Ocala for 
the festivities. I thank each of these folks 
for joining us for some lunch and fun! 
   The following regulars and semi-
regulars were also with us: DON and 
DORIS MORGAN, JOHN and LESSIE 

RIMES, TOM SAGE, DAN PIERCE, 
MITZI STEWART, SHERRY FASSETT-
BRADLEY, DAVID BRADLEY, NORTON 
and PAM ELDER, JON and GIGI 
COCKES, LARRY HELMS, KAY 
STRAUSS, JACK and SANDI GORDON, 
BOB and FAYE MURRELL, BOB and 
SHARON THRASHER, RUSTY and 
SHARON HEARD, ERNIE ELLISON, JIM 
and HILDA O'REILLY, BILL WEST, 
JOHN BOLLING, BILL STRELECKI, BOB 
and HELEN MARTIN, JACK and EVE-
LYN FINNEGAN, CHUCK OLIVEROS, 
MICHAEL OLIVEROS, STAN BARFIELD, 
JOE FRICKS, BOB DYKE, BILL GRIS-
COM, and LINDA and JOHN WEN-
TWORTH. 
   The 50/50 riches were shared by Norton 
Elder, Stan Barfield, and David James to 
the tune of $25 each. 
   A few years ago Dan Pierce suggested 
we take some of the 50/50 money and 
present it to our server as a thank you, at 
Christmas time, for taking such good care 
of us throughout the year. The tradition 
continued this year. Great idea Dan, thank 
you! 
   PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Bill Griscom has us set up for the second 

Wednesday of each month from January 

through May 2015 at the Golden Corral. 

So, our next luncheon will be JANUARY 

14, 2015. 
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it isn't the same. The second reason is 
much easier to mitigate; enter the            
National Buccaneers Club with their      
luncheons, conventions and picnics. These  
functions allow a connection with those 
special people with whom we shared the 
majority of our professional careers and 
with whom we formed bonds that        
continue to this day. It's a special club 
with a special membership that goes a 
long way toward taking care of reason #2.  
   I am also more optimistic about the com-
ing year although the reasons for that    
optimism are a bit more opaque. Perhaps 
more time in my recliner will help clear 
the fog from my vision. 2015 is not an 

election year, thank goodness, and so I 
may be freed to pursue other endeavors 
such as riding my motorcycle through the 
hinterlands of Central Florida which has 
proven in the past to provide needed   
psychological therapy. There are other 
more personal reasons for my outlook, but 
where I'm going with this is simply; My 
hope for each of you reading these words is 
that you too will find optimism in your 2015 
path and when the time for retrospection 
comes you will say, "now that I think about it, 
2015 was a really good year!" 
                                                                           

       HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE! 

2014 Continued from page 1 

   The 2015 National Airlines Buccaneers 
Convention will be held on April 17-18-19 
at the Embassy Suites-Airport/Westshore 
Hotel in Tampa Fla. The address is 555 
North Westshore Blvd. For reservations 
call their toll free number 1-800-362-2779. 
Please advise them you are coming to the 
National Airlines Convention in order to 
get our rate which is $119.00.per 
night...Our group code is NAL. We are 
having an event on Sat. the 18th which 
will take us on a little bus trip up to Tar-
pon Springs  for a 1 1/2 hour boat cruise. 
We will be leaving the Hotel at 0930AM 
arriving in time for our cruise which 
leaves the dock at 1030AM. We will return 
to the dock at Noon. There are some shops 
and restaurants near by so we will have 
and until 1:30PM to shop and grab a bite 

to eat before the bus leaves for the Hotel. 
We should be arriving back at the Hotel at 
2:15PM. Sunday morning (19th) after 
breakfast we will be having our Member 
Meeting at 1000AM.  The meeting will last 
about 1 hour. All members are invited to 
attend. Sunday evening (right after Happy 
Hour) we will be having our Banquet  
Dinner beginning at 7:30PM in the Grand 
Ballroom at the Hotel. There will be danc-
ing & live entertainment for all to enjoy. 
There is a courtesy bus from the TPA    
airport to the hotel. They pick up at the 
baggage claim area every 30 minutes, if 
you need to call them, just dial 813-875-
1555.This is the front desk number at the 
Hotel and they can assist you. We will 
also have our Hospitality Room open each 
day for all to come in and relax &        

NATIONAL AIRLINES BUCCANEERS CONVENTION 

2015 

tel:1-800-362-2779


reminisce. Parking will be free for the  
Buccaneers. Please make your reserva-
tions as soon as your able since we have a 
cut off date of Mar. 27 for our rate. The               
registration fee will be $90.00 per person 
and you will see the form coming soon in 

the bulletin. If you have any questions 
please feel free to call me at 770-328-6351. 
Looking forward to another fun filled 
weekend with the Buccaneers. Spread the 
word.                                                           
Bob Pierson - Convention Chairman  

NAL BUCS Convention Continued from page 3 

Hi Guys  Sorry I didn't include the rea-

son for the $90.00 registration fee. 

Thanks for letting Alana know. The 

money goes to a lot of different areas in 

case anyone else inquires. Here is a 

list / Banquet Dinner-Hospitality Room-

Bus Ride-Boat Ride-D.J --Bartender (at 

banquet dinner) Supplies for Hospitality 

Room---  Meeting Room (sun)-Flyers at 

Check-in. Even at $90.00 we will still 

have to go into our reserves when its all 

tallied up. Thanks for all you do to keep 

the Buccaneers alive and well..Have a 

very Merry Christmas &  Happy New 

Year...Bob Pierson-convention chairman 

Membership Dues Explanation: During 

this past year we did some streamlining 

concerning the newsletter. I was rapidly 

approaching the point where I simply  

didn't want to do it anymore; after 13 plus 

years, I was getting really tired of it. This 

is how the issue was resolved. I still write 

the letter but our daughter, Kimberly, 

puts it together on the computer and 

sends it to Keith Mackey who puts it on 

our website and it also goes to the printer 

for processing. We pay her a fee for taking 

that off my back. With the efforts of Bob 

and Sharon Thrasher, the mailing list has 

been totally redone and now reflects a 

truer picture of our REAL readership. The 

net effect of all this is a somewhat less 

costly production of the letter. In time, as 

people discover the ease and timeliness of 

getting the letter off of the web-site, and 

drop off of the mailing list, we should be 

able to save even more. So, for now, I   

propose that we lower the annual      

membership fee to $18. I had originally 

hoped to reduce it even more but for now 

am more comfortable with the $18 until 

we see how all this plays out. I know it's 

not a lot less, but it is, at least, a little less. 

I hope this meets with your approval. 

Also, NOBODY will be taken off of the 

mailing list without their OK, if all dues 

are current. 

Membership Dues Explained 

Registration Fee Explained 



BUCCANEER MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR 2015 

   It is once again time to renew your Buccaneer membership. Due to a by-law change 

a few years back, full membership is offered to ALL former employees of National 

Airlines and their spouses. We ask that dues be paid by March 31, 2015. Keeping 

track of everyone’s status is a bigger job than you may realize so earlier attention to 

this will be most helpful to us. Dues have been reduced to $18 per year and covers the 

newsletter production and mailing costs as well as certain administration costs in-

volved. Please make your check payable to the National Airlines Buccaneers and in-

clude it with this form. MAIL TO: National Airlines Buccaneers, P.O. Box 120835, 

Clermont, FL 34712 

Name___________________________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip____________________________________________________ 

Phone___________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail___________________________________________________________ 

Position held @ NAL________________________________________________ 

 

CONVENTION REGISTRATION, TAMPA, APRIL 17, 18 and 19, 2015 

Number attending__ If attending the banquet ONLY, please check here___ 

Names___________________________________________________________ 

Your street address_________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip____________________________________________________ 

Phone____________________________________________________________ 

E-mail____________________________________________________________ 

Please indicate dinner entrée preference for EACH person: 
Chicken___________Beef_________  Fish____________ 

Please include a check for $90 PER PERSON if you are attending the entire conven-
tion or $45 PER PERSON if attending the banquet only. Checks should be made out to 
the National Airlines Buccaneers. Mail the registration form and check to: National 
Buccaneer Convention, P.O. Box 120835, Clermont, FL 34712 



A bit of National Nostalgia 
   These photos are circa 1962. Note the racy cars by the GO. I have to wonder at the 

complexity and efficiency of the "electronic equipment" being used in Reservations. A 

long time ago folks, along time ago. 



Last Month's Mystery Airplane and Air-
port: Let's start with the airport which is 
SAV. This one apparently didn't pose 
much of a challenge as the responses came 
quickly and accurately. I realize now that 
a few easy clues were left in sight so will 
work harder to cover the tracks in the fu-
ture. Charlie Koninski, Bob Cassube, 
Larry Helms, Bob Massey, Bob Pier-
son,Gary Snodgrass,Jerome Kline, Phil 
Claudy and John Uhrich all ID'd correctly! 

   As for the airplane,well I must admit, 

I'm surprised that only two of our people 

got it, Jerome Kline and Larry Helms. It's 

a Rockwell Commander 112, also known 

as an Alpine Commander. There is a 114 

model as well and I can't tell the differ-

ence so both are fine with me. Consider-

ing the age level of our group perhaps I 

should stick with more antiquated offer-

ings going forward. 

Monthly Mysteries Solved 

       This was a National stop, I'm sure of it!            
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I'll be very interested to read the responses on this one. 

Find us on the web! 

www.nalbucs.com 

 
  


