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Sad News Department: On September 4th 
we lost Capt. John Charlton. John was 95 
and living in Felda, FL at the time of his 
passing. He gave me my one and only 
ride in a Fairchild 24 which was a real 
treat for me. John came to National in 
1946 and it was my great pleasure to serve 
as his co-pilot in the mid 60s on the Elec-
tras. 
   F/A James Loftus joined National in  
1974 and stayed for some time with PAA. 

In 1993 he gained his Law Degree and 
worked as an attorney in Baltimore until 
his retirement in 2011. Jim was 64 when 
he passed away on September 19th. 
   F/A Shirley Shelton Walthour flew with 
National from 1958 until 1963. She passed 
away on September 20th at the age of 78.  
   Howard Adams Jr. worked with Na-

tional and Pan Am at the Tampa airport 

for 38 years. We lost Howard on           
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Our Miami group's October 7th lunch-

eon drew eight participants. JOHN 

UHRICH, TOM RICHARDS, NORM 

KLINE, JERRY GEMMA, AL FURLONG, 

OLLIE JONASSEN, VINCE FALLETA, 

and DON LOVERN. The 50/50 winners 

were Norm Kline and Al Furlong, whose 

financial futures are now secure for an-

other 20 minutes anyway. PLEASE NOTE: 

Our Miami contingent meets every month 

of the year at the Piccadilly Cafeteria in 

the Palm Springs Mall in Hialeah. This oc-

curs on the first Tuesday of the month. 

You are not only welcome but wanted, so 

please plan to stop by when/if you are in 

the area. 

The CFBs reconvened on October 8th af-

ter a four month hiatus. We missed a few 

of our absent regulars but enjoyed once 

again catching up with the following 

folks: RUSTY and SHARON HEARD, 

JACK and GAIL THEISEN, OWEN RICH-

MOND, JOAN DICKENS, DON and 

DORIS MORGAN, BOB THRASHER, 

DAVID JAMES, NORTON and PAM 

ELDER, RON CHATLOS,    Cont. on pg 2 
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September 29th at the age of 83. 

   James B. Porter was an Avionics Me-

chanic hired in 1947. He retired from PAA 

in 1980 as Director of Avionics. James 

passed away August 9. He was 91. 

We will miss these good people, we will 

NOT forget them. May their last flight 

West be fair of wind and free from        

turbulence. 
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JAMES andHILDA O'REILLY, ROY HAS-

SETT, DAVE BLESSING, ROEHNER, 

BILL STRELECKI, CHUCK OLIVEROS, 

BILL WEST, ERNIE ELLISON, LARRY 

HELMS, BILL GRISCOM, JOE FRICKS, 

BOB DYKE, and LINDA and JOHN 

WENTWORTH. The 50/50 winners, of 

$25 each were Bill Strelecki and            

Joan  Dickens.  

OUR NEXT LUNCHEON WILL BE ON 

NOVEMBER 12TH. 

PLEASE READ: For some time now I 
have been encouraged to produce the 
newsletter electronically. I have resisted 
due to my very poor relationship with 
computers. I don't know how to do the 
things necessary to accomplish this task 
nor do I have the desire or patience to 
learn. However, with the advent of our 
daughter putting the letter together, and 
with only minor changes required of me, 
the letter is now available on our web-site 
as well as the traditional mailing. If you 
go to home page, look on the left side 
margin, you will find a listing of the dif-
ferent month's letters, beginning with 
July. Click on the date and, voila, there is 

that month's letter.  
If you are electronically inclined, please 
give it a try and send me your comments. 
Please understand that the mailed ver-
sion will continue to be available to 
those who want it that way. You will 
only be deleted from the mailing list if 
you so request it. 
   The advantages of the web version are: 1
-You get it sooner. 2- It's in color, and can 
be downloaded in color. 3- It saves us 
printing and mailing expense that will re-
sult in a future DECREASE in dues. The 
disadvantage is that it requires a bit more 
time and effort on your part to actually 
see it. 

Important Changes to Newsletter 

More Photos from the Franklin Picnic 2014 
 
The following pictures came from Gigi Cockes. She's always ready to pitch in and I 
APPRECIATE it!! Thanks Gigi! 



Debbie Bishop, Master Chef Jim Bishop, 
Master Chef Festus Birchfield and Barbara 
Birchfield. 

Henri Bible, Betty Frazer and Dorian 
Cushing. 

Bob Thrasher, Rusty Heard, Sharon Heard 
and Tom McBroom. 

Jim Spillis, Helen Moore and Dottie 
Spillis. 

John Trube wins a $50 door prize. 

Tom Smithers, Bud Frazer, Jon Cockes, 
Nancy Pace, Dick Hammerland, Hart 
Kelley and Gordon Moyer. 



And the beat goes on: I would like to take a 

moment to thank those of you who sent in 

comments on the letter's new look. The re-

sponse was somewhat sparce but helpful. 

What you said will be taken to heart and 

used to produce a better product. There are 

several people working on this project. Our 

daughter, Kimberly, who is actually put-

ting the letter together. Bob Thrasher who 

is putting together our new data base and 

suggesting methods for doing the new look. 

Steve Mills, who does such a terrific job 

with our e-mails and is also helping to put 

programs and information together to help 

us along. And, Keith Mackey, whose com-

puter expertise and willingness to work 

with our daughter will be of enormous 

value. Although not directly involved in the 

"new look" if it were not for Bob Pierson, 

our Vice President and convention Chair-

men, there would be MUCH less need to 

even have a newsletter. As we speak, he is 

working on our next convention which, if 

history repeats itself, will be another win-

ner. My thanks to all of these folks for ALL 

THEY DO for us!! 

Jim Gannon, Bob Cassube and Jim Bishop.  
(Kimberly says, “Go Noles!”) 

Jon Cockes, Hart Kelley, June Kelley, 
Bob Bible, Baxter Shelfer and Ben 
Shelfer. 

Florence Webster Jim and Alana Hampton. 



Our daughter, Kimberly, came up with what I think may be a very clever way of do-

ing the Mystery Airport. Instead of using airport diagrams, we can use actual photos. 

This will give a different flavor to the exercise and open more airports for use, a real 

boon considering the depletion of my stash. Please send me your thoughts.  
 

 

 

Any questions or    

comments... 

You may reach John at 

407-497-5266 

Or  

johnhd500@gmail.com 

Last Month's Mystery Airplane and Air-
port: The airport didn't seem to give our 
people too much trouble, even some of the 
pilots got it this time. So, Bob Massey, 
Curt Briggs, Joe Fricks, Bob Pierson, Doug 
O'Connell, John IIsager, Gary Snodgrass, 
Larry Riddle, and John Uhrich all recog-
nized San Juan. 
   The airplane however proved a bit more 

of a challenge. This gorgeous, deep 

breathing speedster is a General Aircraft 

G1-80 Skyfarer. Although similar in many 

ways to the old Eurcoupe, it failed to gain 

much market attention. If you Google 

search it, it will provide some interesting 

reading. Anyway, Curt Briggs, Larry 

Helms, Jerome Kline and, of course, Bob 

Wilson all correctly IDed it. Well done 

y'all, and thanks for participating!! 

Monthly Mysteries Solved 

Did the date October 15, 2014 mean any-

thing to you? Anybody? Anyone at all? I 

have to admit, it took a message from Bob 

Pierson to rattle my thought process to 

recognize the 80th Anniversary of the 

founding of National Airlines. On that 

date in 1934 NAL began St. Pete to Day-

tona Beach service with intermediate 

stops in Tampa, Lakeland and Orlando. 

Over its forty six year history it became a 

major player in the U.S. airline industry 

until its absorption into the chaos that de-

regulation heaped upon us. Progress? 

knows no bounds. 



Presorted-Std 

U.S. Postage 

Paid 

Mid-Florida, FL 

Permit # 57120 

NATIONAL BUCCANEERS 

P.O. BOX 120835 

CLERMONT, FL  34712 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 This one is for Bob Cassube. 

Find us on the web! 

www.nalbucs.com 

 

Interior of Mystery Airplane 


