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FROM OUR MIAMI GROUP: The search 

continues for a meeting place that equally 

serves everyone's needs. When a new 

venue has been selected we will be noti-

fied and the information distribution will 

resume. 

Sad News Department: In December of 
2014 we lost two men who each had long 
and distinguished aviation careers, much 
of which were with National. Miami Line 
Maintenance Foreman Bob Vermillion 

passed away. 
   And on December 18th Captain Jim 

Sims passed away at the age of 83. Jim 
came to National in November of 1956 
and retired from Pan Am in early 1991. 
He spent many years as a Check/ Flight 
Standards pilot. I am grateful to him for 
putting me at ease and guiding me 
through my line training for the 727 Cap-
tain upgrade. 
On January 20th we lost Captain Frank 

Twomey at the age of 94. Frank came to 

National in 1950. Frank was living in Mi-

ami and was active with our retirement 

group in that city. I never had the pleas-

ure of sharing a cockpit with him (my 

loss) but had many very pleasant conver-

sations with him over the years. 

CFB luncheon, January 14th 
   If I counted correctly and everyone 
signed the sheet, we had 29 folks at the 
luncheon. Nothing out of the ordinary 
occurred but it was. as always, a pleas-
ant gathering of old friends. In atten-
dance were: LARRY HELMS, BILL 
GRISCOM, DAN PIERCE, ERNIE ELLI-
SON, BILL STRELECKI, DAVID BLESS-
ING, JOHN BOWLING, JIM and HILDA 
O'REILLY, NORMAN ROCHNER, BILL 
WEST, BOB MARTIN, JOE FRICKS, 
CHUCK OLIVEROS, STAN BARFIELD, 
BOB and SHARON THRASHER, 
SHERRY FASSETT-BRADLEY, DAVID 
BRADLEY, DON and DORIS MORGAN, 
FRANK SAVINO, KAY STRAUSS, 
RUSTY and SHARON HEARD, DAVID 
and TARA JAMES, and LINDA and 
JOHN WENTWORTH. 
   The 50/50 winnings went home with 
Sharon Thrasher and Larry Helms. 



Top skiers from the 300-member NAL Ski Club hoist their awards earned during the 

past season. The club members skied five resorts in the Rockies including Brianhead, 

where one couple was married. Award winners from left are first row: Chanse Rivers. 

Second row: Maybell Fink, wife of Capt. James Fink; Capt. George Avery and flight 

attendant Linda Miller. Third row: Capt. Stu Goll, flight attendants Linda Menetrey 

and Louan Suit, and teletype operator Shirley Aulis. Fourth row: flight attendant 

Rosemary Byrne, Capt. Tom Smithers, district marketing manager Bill Bacon, dis-

patcher Tim McKinley and Capt. Hal Brewer. 

Continued from page 1.                             

We will miss these good men. We will 

NOT forget them. May their last flight 

West be fair of wind and free from turbu-

lence. 

 

www.nalbucs.com 



BUCCANEER MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR 2015 

   It is once again time to renew your Buccaneer membership. Due to a by-law change 

a few years back, full membership is offered to ALL former employees of National 

Airlines and their spouses. We ask that dues be paid by March 31, 2015. Keeping 

track of everyone’s status is a bigger job than you may realize so earlier attention to 

this will be most helpful to us. Dues have been reduced to $18 per year and covers the 

newsletter production and mailing costs as well as certain administration costs in-

volved. Please make your check payable to the National Airlines Buccaneers and in-

clude it with this form. MAIL TO: National Airlines Buccaneers, P.O. Box 120835, 

Clermont, FL 34712 

Name___________________________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip____________________________________________________ 

Phone___________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail___________________________________________________________ 

Position held @ NAL________________________________________________ 

 

CONVENTION REGISTRATION, TAMPA, APRIL 17, 18 and 19, 2015 

Number attending__ If attending the banquet ONLY, please check here___ 

Names___________________________________________________________ 

Your street address_________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip____________________________________________________ 

Phone____________________________________________________________ 

E-mail____________________________________________________________ 

Please indicate dinner entrée preference for EACH person: 
Chicken___________Beef_________  Fish____________ 

Please include a check for $90 PER PERSON if you are attending the entire conven-
tion or $45 PER PERSON if attending the banquet only. Checks should be made out to 
the National Airlines Buccaneers. Mail the registration form and check to: National 
Buccaneer Convention, P.O. Box 120835, Clermont, FL 34712 



FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION: Bill 

Mauldin expressed an interest in hearing 

about the recent happenings in our mem-

bers lives. He would like to read about 

what our people have been doing over the 

past five years or so. That, of course, is 

why we have conventions, picnics and 

luncheons, to "catch up" on these things. 

The catch there is for the folks who, for 

any number of reasons, are not in atten-

dance at these functions. We have tried at 

various other times to get our compatriots 

to write in and "bring us up to date" on 

what they are involved in but the re-

sponse has always been rather minimal. It 

seems that reading and writing are two 

entirely different mind sets. But, I'm will-

ing to give it another shot. Look at it this 

way, if you would enjoy reading this sort 

of thing, isn't it reasonable to expect that 

others would as well? So, if you want to 

read, start by writing! Who knows, it just 

might catch on. I have several other things 

going on so I will not take the time to con-

tact each of you individually and ask for 

your participation, so I'm counting on a 

bit of initiative on your part to make this 

work. Who'll start the ball rolling? Just a 

quick paragraph or two would be ideal! 

Anyone? 

A quick note of thanks if I may to 

the 30+ or - folks who have already 

sent in their 2015 dues. I appreciate 

that you have taken the time and in-

terest in such a manner! It helps us 

here! Thank You!! Additionally 

three couples have already re-

sponded for the April convention! 

My thanks for that also!! 

For those of you who do us the 

honor of sharing with the      

readers, please send your       

precious memories and stories to 

John at johnhd500@gmail.com.  



Monthly Mysteries Solved 
Last Month's Mystery Airplane and Air-
port: The airplane proved to be a bit of a 
challenge but five of our people came to 
the conclusion that it is a Consolidated 
Fleetster 17-1. They are correct! The fact 
that the pictured machine was on floats 
changed the dynamic somewhat. So, ku-
dos to Curt Briggs, Rusty Heard, Jim 
Gannon, Larry Helms and of course Bob 

Wilson for coming up with the correct ID. 
   The airport garnered multiple correct 
answers as being Mobile. The IDs came 
from Bob Massey, Bob Pierson, Gary 
Snodgrass, Phil Claudy, Larry Riddle, 
John Uhrich, Curt Briggs, Larry Helms, 
Rusty Heard, Charlie Koninsky,             
Jim Gettys and Jim Gannon. 

If you were here, where would you be? 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!! 

Don’t be left out of the fun April 17, 18, 

and 19 for our  Tampa Convention!!

Reserve your place today by sending in 

your registration form. We look forward 

to having fun with YOU!!! 
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I expect this one will be somewhat difficult, but it's a neat 

looking machine so I'm going to use it. Good luck! 


