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The Central Florida Buccaneers 

Gone West 

The CFBs remain on summer hiatus until 

October 14, when we will reconvene at the 

Golden Corral Restaurant on State Rd. 200 

in Ocala. Have a GREAT summer and be 

well! 

Sad News Department: On May 25th 
Captain Frank Riley passed away at the 
age of 97. He came to National in 1948 and 
retired in 1977. On May 1st, 1961,Frank 
gained the distinction of being the first pi-
lot in the US to be hijacked to Cuba. 
   Captain Don Smith was 90 and living in 
Pembroke Pines at the time of his passing 
on May 29. Don came to National in De-
cember, 1955 and retired from Pan Am. I 
had the good fortune to fly many happy 
trips with him on the Electra during the 
latter 60s. He was always fun! 
   Supervisory F/A Esther Arango 

Daugherty of Powell, Ohio, passed away 
on June 17th at the age of 88. Esther joined 
National in February 1950, and eventually 
retired from Pan Am. 

   We sometimes get a belated notification 
of one of our people passing. Such is the 
case with the next two names. The reasons 
for the tardiness vary, but we do what we 
can to keep you apprised. 
  F/A Judith Ann Busey Teets of Scotts-
dale, AZ flew with National in the 60s and 
70s. She passed away on September 17th, 
2014 at the age of 77. 
   I don't know the story of the whys, ifs, 
or whethers on this one so I will pass it on 
as I received it. Captain Ron Ellis hired 
with National in January 1965 and passed 
away on April 22, 1992 at the age of 62. 
I'm sorry, but that is all I have. 
  We will miss these good people, we will 

NOT forget them. May their last flight 

West be fair of wind and free from turbu-

lence! 

ONE LAST NOTICE: If 

you've not paid your 2015 

dues, please do so now be-

fore you are dropped. 



This month we offer this article from Captain Tom McBroom who was gracious enough to take 

the time and effort to write this up. Thank you Tom!! 

Captain Tom McBroom Shares His Story 

REFLECTIONS ON A FLYING CAREER 
By  

 Captain Tom McBroom 
 

My love affair with flying began in the 
late 1950’s at Richard’s Field where my 
family kept a Piper J-3 Cub and a Cessna 
175.  After graduating from Florida State 
University in 1963, I was managing a loan 
office in Homestead and flying on week-
ends.  A family friend, Captain Stanley R. 
“Red” Beach, told me that his company, 
National Airlines, was going to hire pilots 
soon. On his advice, I applied to National 
in December 1964, and much to my sur-
prise, was hired for a January 25, 1965 
Electra ground school class! 
I was as “green as they come” – a twenty-
three year old kid.  All I could offer was 
450 hours of experience in my log book.  
After three weeks of Jessie Morris’ ground 
school, I thought I could probably build 
an Electra from scratch.  
I only stayed on the Electra for eight 
months and was awarded a bid on the 
Boeing 727 where I remained for three 
and one-half years before becoming a 727 
Captain on June 2, 1969.  During this time, 
I was privileged to be mentored by some 
of the greatest aviators that National had.  
A few names that come to mind are:  
“Speedy” Fowler, Bill Snelling, Bill 
Broocke, and Jimmy Meyer who were 
among the sharpest of the sharp.  There 
were also many others to whom I owe a 

debt of gratitude that I can never repay for 
their guidance. 
I was blessed to having my career during 
the “Golden Age of Airline Flying” (1960-
1990).  During my twenty-seven years 
with National Airlines and Pan Am, I was 
privileged to fly the Electra, the Boeing 
727, the Douglas DC-10, the Lockheed L-
1011 and the Airbus A300 aircraft. Twenty 
thousand plus hours of pure enjoyment, 
including a few incidents of “action-
packed” aviation that we survived with-
out bending the aluminum or drawing 
blood from passengers or crew. 
My sincerest thanks to all the fine men 
and women that made the job so easy and 
pleasant through their friendships and 
professionalism. Thank you! 
My career ended on November 30, 1991 
with a medical retirement from Pan Am – 
but that is another story! I’ve been out of 
the cockpit for twenty-three years.  Lord, 
how I miss it! It was, ” One Hell of a 
Ride”! 

In the July issue we will be present-

ing an article written by Captain 

Mark Pyle about a recent sailing 

trip he and his wife, Jan, took to the 

Bahamas. I'm VERY pleased that we 

are getting contributions from our 

readers. I get tired of reading my 

stuff. 



Those of you who have attended one of 
these picnics already, know it is a Premier 
event and WELL WORTH the time and 
effort to attend. If you have not, I can't 
stress enough how much fun they are and 
what a favor you will be doing yourself to 
join us. This year we gather on August 
28th at the Hampton Inn hotel breakfast 
room for pre-dinner drinks and socializ-
ing and then for the evening meal at 
Willy's BBQ. This all starts at 3:30 PM. The 
picnic itself will begin at 10 AM on the 
29th, at the Macon County Recreation 
Park south of town on Rt.441. This year 
Dick Walker is encouraging as many as 
possible to retreat to the Hampton Inn fol-
lowing the picnic for more socializing and 
perhaps a pizza party. 

   The Hampton Inn is offering a special 
rate of $93.60/night for the Buccaneer 
group. All you need to do is call 828-369-
0600 and ID yourself as being a Bucca-
neer. 
   Folks, if you read the Sad News Depart-

ment, then you are aware that time is not 

on our side. Are you waiting until you get 

old to again touch base with those impor-

tant people who occupied so much of 

your working life? If that is the case then I 

submit that you're missing out on a won-

derful opportunity to reconnect. Please 

give it some thought! We really do want 

to see YOU! 

Franklin 2015 
Annual Picnic Begins August 28th 

A few months back we started offering the 

newsletter on the web-site. We did this for 

a couple of reasons, one of which was to 

save money on mailing. So far, only a 

SMALL handful of people have opted out 

of the mailed edition. Is this because you 

really want the mailed copy or is it just 

that you don't want to take the time to tell 

us to drop you from the list? It only takes 

a moment to send an e-mail to 

johnhd500@gmail.com or call 407-469-

7015 and leave a message if I don't an-

swer. The advantages to the web-site edi-

tion include getting the information 

sooner and the copy will be in color. If 

you DON"T need the hard copy, please 

take a moment to advise us to take you off 

the mailing list. Thank you! PS, check out 

the web edition at www.nalbucs.com, left 

column on the Home Page.  

NEWSLETTER WEB-SITE EDITION:  

www.nalbucs.com 

tel:828-369-0600
tel:828-369-0600
mailto:johnhd500@gmail.com
tel:407-469-7015
tel:407-469-7015
http://www.nalbucs.com


Gary Morton, Steve Mills and Wil Trimboli Our DJ, Duke Dent. 

Dan Pierce Don and Carolyn Veazey 

Betty Frayser and Sandi Gordon Kay Strauss and Nancy Lovern 



Linda Claytor and Chris Southard Nancy Pace and Chuck Lowrance 

Diane and Rudy Daniels John and Gwen Uhrich 

Norm and Linda Joseph Tim and Pat Richards 



The first National Airlines 727 departs Jackson Hole 



Monthly Mysteries Solved 

Important! 
 

Please use the following address for all 
correspondence. 

NATIONAL BUCCANEERS 
15701 WILLO PINES LANE  
(yep, no “W “ on the end) 
MONTVERDE, FL 34756-3500 

 

 

I think that most of us have operated through this National station at one time or     

another. 

Last Month's Mystery Airplane: I sort of 

expected that there would be more IDs of 

the Douglas DC-5 pictured. But Bob 

Thrasher got it almost immediately fol-

lowed soon after by Curt Briggs, Jerome 

Kline, Joe Fricks, John Uhrich, and, of 

course, Bob Wilson. Well done gentlemen 

and thanks for joining in! 

Four Responders…. 

CONVENTION SURVEY: I would like to 

thank the four people who were inter-

ested enough to respond to the survey I 

put out regarding the reasons they missed 

our last convention. Boca 2016 will tell a 

story. 
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OK, this month's Mystery Airport is going to be easy, so 

the Airplane needs to be a bit of a challenge. Hee Hee! 


