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Our May 13th luncheon was a fitting fin-
ish to this season's events with 31 atten-
dees. Some of our regulars have already 
departed for the cooler climes of the Caro-
linas and those of us left in the heat are 
probably ready for a break. So, we are of-
ficially in recess until October 14, 2015 
when we will reconvene at our normal lo-
cation and begin a new season. While I'm 
in the "ready for a break" camp, I admit 
I'm looking forward to seeing everybody 
again this fall. So, we thank the following 

folks for joining us this month: JOE 
FRICKS, BOB DYKE,BOB and SHARON 
THRASHER, STEVE and LINDA MILLS, 
KEITH MACKEY, DAVID BRADLEY, 
SHERRY FASSETT-BRADLEY, NORTON 
and PAM ELDER, JACK and GALE 
THEISEN, BILL GRISCOM, LARRY and 
EILEEN HELMS, DAN PIERCE, BOB 
MARTIN, ROY HASSETT, BILL 
STRELECKI, NORM ROEHNER, DAVE 
BLESSING, RON CHATLOS, JAMES and 
HILDA O'REILLY, KAY STRAUSS, 
ALAN RODBERG, LINDA and JOHN 
WENTWORTH, and two gentlemen with 
whom I flew many a pleasant trip and 
who joined us this CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sad News Department: On May 16th F/A 

Diane Phillips Smith passed away at the 
age of 67. She was residing in Homestead 
at the time. 
   Captain Alton Graham, NAL, PAA, 
DAL passed away at the age of 73 on 
April 22nd. Al joined National in August 
of 1967. He was living in Elberta, AL at 

the time of his passing. 
   At times we receive notices well after 
the actual loss of one of our people. Such 
is the case here with the loss of F/E Don 

Owens on August 8th, 2014, at the age of 
82. Don came to National in September of 
1968 and later retired from PAA. He was 
living in Hosford, Florida just outside of 
Tallahassee at the time. 
   And on April 26th we lost Captain Jesse 

Trevathan. Jesse was 94 and living in 
Vero Beach. He came to National in De-
cember of 1945 and eventually retired 
from PAA. ON a personal note: Jesse was 
one of the finest Captains that I ever had 
the privilege to serve. He had a way of 
imparting knowledge that those of us still 
solidly in the 
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day for the first time SAM BUTLER and 
FRANK PIGNONE. Sam and Frank, we 
hope you had enough fun that you will 
want to return this fall! 

   The 50/50 riches went home with Linda 
Wentworth, Steve Mills and Bill Strelecki. 
(now if I can just find those pesky 1099G forms) 
   Have a great summer my friends, and 

"be well." 

CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 1 

"learning curve" were well served to pay 
attention to. I will miss him!                                        
We will miss these good people, we will 

NOT forget them. May their last flight 
West be fair of wind and free from turbu-
lence. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

THIS MESSAGE IS FOR THOSE 
OF YOU WHO WERE NOT AT 
THE TAMPA CONVENTION.  
If you were there you may save your eye-
sight and go on to something more perti-
nent as you are already on board. If you 
were not, please read on. Last year in Or-
lando we served approximately 105 ban-
quet meals. This year we served only 67. 
That's a decline of about 36.190475%. 
That's a BIG number and begs the ques-
tion WHY? I understand scheduling con-
flicts, but 36%? So, it's your time to speak! 
If the conventions are worth having, then 
it should be worth a few moments of time 
to talk to us on this subject. A short e-mail 
or letter would be MOST appreciated. 

Why did you NOT come: 
Wrong venue? 
Too expensive? 
Wrong time of year? 
Medical reasons? 
No longer interested? 
Other 
   You need to make yourselves heard if 

we are to properly serve the group's de-

sires. I will consider silence as a "no 

longer interested" statement. But, if you 

DO still care, please respond to this sur-

vey. These conventions require a lot of 

work on our part and we ask very little of 

you. So, please reply SOON! 

PLEASE NOTE: If you are current with 
your dues please disregard this note and 
go on to other edge of your seat reading 
found in this letter. If you are NOT cur-
rent, please read on. 60 of the folks read-
ing this letter have yet to send us their 
dues. I understand that it doesn't seem 
like a big deal, but, it costs money to pro-
duce this, even in the online web-site ver-
sion. So, IF it is important to you to get 

this information, please take a moment 
NOW to send in your dues. If it is NOT 
important, no problem, we will drop you 
in the very near future. 
We have a NEW mailing address! 
National Buccaneers 
15701 Willo Pines Lane       (yep, no “W” 
on the end) 
Montverde, FL 34756-3500 

EXPLAINATION OF DUES AND ADDRESS CHANGE 



The 2015 Tampa Convention last month is 

now in the record books and hopefully 

everyone that attended enjoyed the week-

end. As folks began to arrive on Friday 

our Hospitality Room was up and run-

ning thanks to Nancy Pace & Chuck 

Lowrance our host and hostess. Happy 

Hour at 5:30 saw more attendees arriving 

for the weekend. On Sat.morning we took 

a bus ride up to Tarpon Springs and en-

joyed a nice boat ride up and down the lo-

cal water way viewing the Sponge Boats 

and other attractions. After the boat ride 

was over we spent a little time walking 

across the street from the dock for lunch 

and shopping. Our bus ride back to the 

hotel was uneventful and in time for some 

Hospitality Room visits. Sat evening  after 

Happy Hour folks either stayed in to dine 

or ventured out to eat. On Sunday morn-

ing after breakfast we had our usual 

Member Meeting with Pres. John Wen-

tworth at the helm. Due to the low atten-

dance it was determined at this meeting to 

select a location that would hopefully in-

crease our numbers next year. Boca Raton 

seemed to fit the bill for our best atten-

dance and price. Based on the vote I have 

already set up our 2016 Convention. The 

dates are April 22-23-24 and the rate is 

$99.00 per night. Please mark your calen-

dar. After Happy Hour Sunday we all 

proceeded to the Grand Ballroom for the 

traditional Buccaneer Banquet Dinner. 

Our D.J for the evening was our very own 

Capt. Duke Dent who kept us jumping all 

evening with some golden oldies for 

every ones dancing pleasure  During din-

ner we were entertained by a wonderful 

group of gals from Vegas with some great 

songs from the past led by Gigi 

Cockes.WHAT A SHOW..I was blown 

away especially when they sang Bobbys 

Girl at the end. Thank you ladies it was a 

superb show.  I would like to thank all of 

you that took time out and joined in the 

fun and for those of you that couldn't 

make it-you were missed. Another famil-

iar face showed up to say hello -Mr. Bill 

Trimboli who is now living in the Tampa 

area. Monday morning after break-

fast goodbyes  were said until another 

Buccaneer gathering. Stay well & in touch. 

Bob Pierson-Convention Chairman 

2015 Franklin Picnic: The dates for 

this primo event are August 28th 

and 29th. Dick Walker has secured a 

special rate at the Hampton Inn 

which we'll pass on along with the 

rest of the information in the June is-

sue. MARK YOUR CALENDERS 

NOOOOOWWW!!!!!!!!!!! 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR FRANKLIN PICNIC 2015 

TAMPA 2015 CONVENTION’S HIGHLIGHT: THE EXTREMES! 



In order to cover my backside and my 
ever decreasing recollection capabilities, 
I offer this disclaimer as to the list of at-
tendees that follows. Last minute changes 
also play a role in the confusion associated 
with these events. So, If you were there 
and your name does not appear, contact 
me and I will make amends. If you were 
not there and your name appears, you 
may act or not as you choose. If your 
name does not appear and you were not 
there, no further action is required. So, 
here goes: 
SID TRASK and daughter PAULA, STEVE 

and LINDA MILLS, BOB and JENNIFER 

PIERSON, DUKE DENT, FLORENCE 

WEBSTER, BILL TRIMBOLI and FAMILY 

MEMBERS, NANCY PACE and CHUCK, 

NORM and LINDA JOSEPH, VINCE 

FALLETTA and RUTH WOLFF, JOHN 

and LESLIE RIMES, HART and JUNE 

KELLEY, JOE and LINDA CLAYTOR, 

OLAV and JOAN JONASSEN, JACK and 

SANDI GORDON, DEBBIE DRAB, CHRIS 

SOUTHARD, LINDA WHITE, DON and 

NANCY LOVERN, CHRIS MARSH, DAN 

and STEPHANIE HARRISON, JOHN and 

GWEN UHRICH, BOO GRANGER, 

TERRY HUGHES, RUDY and DIANE 

DANIELS, LOU and CELIA HUERTAS, 

DON and CAROLYN VEAZEY, WALT 

and BETTY FRAYSER, HOWARD MOR-

GAN and JENNY SAUL, DIANNE DRE-

SCHER, BOB and SHARON THRASHER, 

GARY MORTON, DAN PIERCE,JON and 

GIGI COCKES, LYNDA MASELLI, TOM 

and PAT RICHARDS, JOE ORZECK, KAY 

STRAUSS, KIMBERLY WENTWORTH-

THOMAS, TRISTIN THOMAS, LINDA 

and JOHN WENTWORTH. 

BUCCANEERS TAMPA CONVENTION 2015 ATTENDEES 

Our MC Bob Pierson and DJ Duke Dent. Our newsletter lady Kimberly Wentworth

- Thomas and her date, Tristin Thomas 

(our grandson and my special buddy) 

Please check for more photos in the June issue. 



Sunday Business Meeting 

Don and Carolyn Veazey Celia and Lon Huertas 

Linda and Steve Mills Howard Morgan and Jenny Saul 

Stan Barfield and Hart Kelley Sid Trask and daughter, Paula 



The EXTREMES in costume and out of costume. Boo Granger, Terry Hughes, Gigi 

Cockes and Debby Drab. 

Nancy and Don Lovern and Chris Marsh 

(Ulad Marsh’s son) 

Diane Drescher, Joe Claytor, Linda White, 

Lynda Maselli, Debbie Drab and Linda 

Claytor 

Sharon and Bob Thrasher, caught         

nuzzling 

Bob Pierson, Walt Frayser, Jennifer Pier-

son, Wil Trimboli, Betty Frayser 



Monthly Mysteries Solved 

In an effort to increase the participation in 

the Mystery Airplane feature, I'm going 

easy on you guys this month. 

 
Last Month's Mysteries: The airplane 
proved to be a bit of a challenge, more-so 
than I expected. Three of our folks met the 
mark and IDed the Culver Dart G. They 
were Curt Briggs (he got it right both 
times he sent in the answer), Jerome Kline, 
and, of course, Bob Wilson. 

   The Newport News, Patrick Henry air-

port was recognized by Bob Massey, Jim 

Gannon, Dusty Rhodes, Curt Briggs (also 

twice) Bob Pierson, Stan Barfield, Jerome 

Kline, Phil Claudy, and Dan Pierce. Dan 

has an interesting story to tell about flying 

into there which follows this write-up. 

Those were the "good ole days!" Thanks 

Dan! 

PLEASE NOTE: For a couple of reasons 

the Mystery Airport feature is missing this 

month. It will return with the June issue. 

The Mystery Airplane was moved off of 

the front page for this month only because 

I wanted to use the front page to intro-

duce the convention coverage. Normalcy 

should return next month if I can remem-

ber what that is. J.W. 

It’s a Crisp VFR April Saturday night. I’m 

in the Eleventh Month of probation and in 

my seat anxious to get underway, I put on 

the headset as Jose Jimenez starts to turn 

number four. Over Washington Ground 

Control I hear “National 387 if that’s you 

cranking up down there your cleared to 

taxi to any runway, your cleared for Take 

Off, Restricted areas 66,11 12 and 13 are 

open, your cleared this frequency, Good 

Night”  And off we went straight to the “ 

Visible Outer Marker” at Patrick Henry 

Field. (the Mystery Airport) and then Nor-

folk with the Tidewater Area’s New York 

Times and Washington Post in the Last 

Electra flight of the evening.    (Pat 

Whittaker Captain)….. 

L-188 STORY FROM DAN PIERCE 

Important!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
   Beginning TODAY, please use the fol-
lowing address for all correspondence. 

NATIONAL BUCCANEERS 
15701 WILLO PINES LANE        (yep, no 
“W “ on the end) 
MONTVERDE, FL 34756-3500 
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Find us on the web! 

www.nalbucs.com 

The EXTREMES singing Bob a love song. 


