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OK group, it's time to emerge from sum-

mer slumber and reengage ourselves in 

the monthly luncheons. October 14th will 

be the kickoff, time to catch up on the 

happenings of the last four months. Same 

time as before, same venue, 11:30 at the 

Ocala Golden Corral on SR200 SW of 

town. Linda and I look forward to seeing 

you all again!! 

Sad News Department: Captain Jim 
Rockhold, 76,  came to National in 1967 
and retired from Delta in 1997. He was liv-
ing in Port Orange, Florida at the time of 
his passing on July 27th. 
   On August 21st we lost Captain Joe 

Stewart at the age of 91. Nicknamed 
"Cowboy Joe" he came to National in 1954. 
I had the pleasure of flying Electras with 
him in the 1966-68 time period. 
   On August 25th F/A Alisan Raney 

Strong, 86, wife of Chief F/E Roy Strong, 
passed away. She began her career with 
us in 1959. 
   Dispatcher Carl Bankston passed away 
on August 31st at the age of 75. Carl 

worked with NAL, PAA and DL during 
his career. He retired in Holden, LA. 
   On September 4th Captain Gary Lakin 

75, passed away. Gary joined NAL in 1969 
and eventually retired from Delta. He was 
living in Virginia Beach, VA. 
   On August 24th we lost Captain "Sid" 

Trask. Sid began his career as an airline 
pilot with Northeast. He then came to Na-
tional in 1954 and eventually retired from 
Pan Am. He was at his home in Tavares 
when he passed away at the age of 89. 
On a personal note: I was fortunate 
enough to share a few Electra cockpits 
with Sid back in the later 60s. But it wasn't 
until we worked together on Buccaneer 
business and the newsletter that we be-
came close friends. I depended on Sid for 
a variety of things, including advice, and 
he NEVER let me down. Time spent with 
him was guaranteed to be fun and always 
left me looking forward to the next install-
ment. I will miss this good man, more 
than I can say! 

Continued on page 2 



We will miss these good people, we will 

NOT forget them. May their last flight 

West be fair of wind and free from turbu-

lence! 

Continued from Gone West on page1 

The Franklin Picnic weekend began by 
meeting up with Alan & Annette Smith 
and Don Simpkins, friends I hadn't seen in 
years, and being able to meet Don's lovely 
wife, Dorothy.  All this while settling in to 
the homey atmosphere of the Franklin 
Hampton Inn, made possible by our host-
ess, the inn's manager, Laurie.  
     After a few libations, light snacks and 
lots of talking, our group headed down 
the hill to Willys Bar-B-Q for a couple 
hours of socializing and chowing 
down.  Not only did we have our normal 
50-50 drawing, but Willys donated two 
meals for the drawing.  Additionally, the 
Hampton Inn donated a free night at the 
motel and a second drawing was held for 
this.  Those staying at the Hampton re-
ceived one ticket for each night they were 
staying.  Doug Burnett won this one.  (Oh 
yeah, he also won the 50-50 ------ 
Cheez!!!)   After dinner, it was back to the 
Hampton for more hashing over "the 
good old days" and just plain socializ-
ing.  A good time was had by all! 
     Saturday morning began with a good 
breakfast provided by the Hampton.  Jane 
and I then headed for Macon Park in or-
der to meet with Bob Wilson who was 
bringing all the items he stores each year 
at his house.  Where would we be without 
Bob?   
      Soon folks began arriving and the seri-
ous cookin' began around 11:30 with bur-
gers, hot dogs and brats being served as 

fast as Victor Savage and Dick Walker 
could grill them.  Thanks to everyone 
else, ample side dishes and more than am-
ple desserts arrived to complete the 
meal. All delicious! 
 

     Although every effort was made to get 
everyone to sign in, we still missed a 
few.  We counted about 100 in attendance 
for the picnic.  Once again, a good time 
was had by all!  Some attending for the 
first time ever, couldn't believe what they 
had been missing and vowed to be back 
next year. 
     But wait, we weren't finished yet.  The 
evening was still ahead.  At 5:30, the 
"Hamptonites" gathered in the conference 
room of the motel  because there were 
more stories that we just couldn't go home 
without hearing/telling.  Pizzas were or-
dered and enjoyed by this group as the 
storytelling and visiting continued.  Oth-
ers staying over on Saturday night at the 
Hampton went into town for blue grass 
music and food truck fixins.  Those who 
opted for this returned with positive re-
ports.  Have I mentioned a good time was 
had by all? 
     Those who spent a second night at the 
Hampton enjoyed a leisurely breakfast 
and final visit on Sunday morning before 
heading off to their respective 
homes.  Preliminary planning has already 
begun for next year's picnic.  Please plan 
to be part of the "Good Time!"  

Franklin Picnic Weekend                                                          by Dick Walker 



The following attendance list is an amal-

gam of sign ins and recollections, both of 

which have their pitfalls. So, as always, I 

disavow the accuracy and offer a dis-

claimer. If you were at the picnic and your 

name appears you are home free. If you 

were NOT there and your names does 

NOT appear, I'm home free. If you were 

there and your name does not appear we 

have room to negotiate if you are so in-

clined. This is picnic ONLY and does not , 

in all cases, represent Willy's also. And, 

since I flunked Med school, spelling is 

what I can make out and is subject to er-

rors. BOB WILSON, JAY HOPPE, MEL 

and GEORGIE GONDRON, GEORGE and 

JOAN BLOSSER, LeROY and WANDA 

BROWN, JIM and ALANA (BOTNER) 

HAMPTON, BILL HOUSTON, DON and 

CAROLYN VEAZEY, MARILYN ROY, 

BUZZ and MARY CORLEY, TERRELL 

JONES, AL WAGNER, JIM and JEANNIE 

CURRY, HELEN MOORE, BILL 

LINDSEY, MARIAN BADGLEY, MITZI 

STEWART, BOB and JENNIFER PIER-

SON, BILL MAULDIN, BOB and 

SHARON CUNNINGHAM, DICK and 

JANE WALKER, FRANK SAVINO, J.P. 

MOORHOUSE, FLORENCE WEBSTER, 

DICK and GAIL KEENAN, BOB and 

FAYE MURRELL, DOROTHY GAGNON 

AMOS, JIM and DOTTIE SPILLIS, JOHN 

and LESLIE RIMES, NELL and JOHN 

TRUBE, Mr. and Mrs. RALPH WETHLI, 

BRUCE RANKIN, DON and DOROTHY 

SIMPKINS, JOE and DORIAN CUSHING, 

NANCY PACE and CHUCK 

LOWRANCE, RICHARD and ANNA 

FRANCIS, JIM CIRILLI, TOM SAGE, 

DOUG and JUDY BURNETT, CHARLIE 

and ANNETTE KONINSKY, BOB and 

DOROTHY CASSUBE, NORM REAGAN, 

JON and GIGI COCKES, TOM and 

CATHERINE McBROOM, DUKE DENT, 

DAN PIERCE, STEVE and LINDA MILLS, 

ALAN and ANNETTE SMITH, MARTY 

D'ARCY, CHARLIE AMACKER, SHERRY 

FASSETT BRADLEY, DAVID BRADLEY, 

BILL JOHNSTON, VICTOR and 

YVONNE SAVAGE, and LINDA and 

JOHN WENTWORTH. That should be be-

tween 80 and 90 names, the count comes 

out differently every time I do it. And, 

since my mantra is "if at first you don't 

succeed, the hell with it", I'll leave the next 

count to you dear reader! 

Franklin Picnic Attendance List 

Leroy Brown had copies of his biography 
"From Crop Duster to Airline Pilot" which 
several of us purchased.  In my opinion, a 
good read.  He donated a copy for the raf-
fle and it was won by Marian Bag-

ley.  Leroy's book can be purchased online 
at 
     http://www.bluewaterpress.com/

captain  

Leroy Brown Biography Now Available For Purchase Online! 

http://www.bluewaterpress.com/captain
http://www.bluewaterpress.com/captain


Doug and Judy Burnett Florence Webster 

Don and Dorothy Simpkins and              

Joe and Dorian Cushing 

Frank Savino and Dan Pierce 

Jay Hoppe and  Tom and Catherine 

McBroom 

My thanks to Gigi Cockes and Steve 

Mills for sharing their picnic photos 

with us. I can ALWAYS count on 

them!! Most likely there will be more 

next issue! 



A sample group shot 

Dick Walker, who with his wife Jane, 

essentially put the picnic on! 

Al Wagner and Bruce Rankin at Willy’s 

Jim Cirilli and Steve Mills 



Pam Hertner Fondly Remembers Early National Airlines’ Days 

Please Note: This article from Pam Hertner 

is the last in a series of articles from our read-

ers that I have to offer in the newsletter. We 

have had a good run of submissions and I have 

enjoyed printing them. If you have enjoyed 

reading them then I suggest you help keep the 

momentum going by writing an article your-

self and sending it in. Otherwise, this feature 

will disappear. I'm tired of chasing people 

down so I am requesting your involvement. If 

you won't write it yourself, harangue some-

body else to write something up. The ball is in 

your court!     

I started flying with National in January 

of 1967 when becoming a stewardess felt 

like we won a contest! We represented 

National Airlines with pride and cared 

about passenger service! How could we 

not be when we were trained by Martha 

Alexander! The following represents 

memories many crew members may 

share…. 

*  4 and 5 day Electra trips meant really 

becoming friends with the whole flight 

crew, gate agents, mechanics and caterers. 

I recall pilots were protective of us and we 

could count on the ones like Stan Barfield, 

Rick Dupuis and Frank Savino to walk us 

safely back to the hotel or insist on taking 

us to breakfast when pick-up was before 

dawn in those cities we were exploring! 

Pilots like Don Lovern and Ben Shelfer – 

true gentlemen! And if we flew with 

Tommy Smithers or Hart Kelley – well, 

we knew we would just laugh our way 

through the trip! 

*  Las Vegas layovers were so much fun! 

We never ever paid for a show! All we had 

to do is show up at the door, tell them we 

were stewardesses and “we just landed”. 

We were ushered in – usually right to the 

front! 

*  When we all traveled on passes we al-

ways managed to get a seat! 

*  I remember Sherry Elrod, Sherry Kne-

zevich and I left Miami early one morn-

ing, flew to LA, then to San Diego, took a 

bus to Tijuana, shopped like crazy and 

then returned to Miami – all in the same 

day! Crews helped us carry our loot 

through the airport! No security concerns 

back then! 

*  And experiencing Marti Gras in New 

Orleans….returning to our hotel room at 

about 4AM with a pick-up at 6AM! What 

we could manage to do when we were in 

our 20’s! 

*  Lugging 6 packs of Coors Beer back to 

Miami like it was gold when it was only 

sold on the west coast! 

*  Sitting in the lounge of the stretch DC-8 

on MIA-LAX-MIA flights with a constant 

- John Wentworth 



Monthly Mysteries Solved 

OK historians, we've all operated through this National 

stop, but where is it? 

Mystery Airplane and Airport: Going 
back to June, there are two names that got 
the airport but were left off the recogni-
tion list. I don't remember why they were 
but am pleased that I at least remembered 
that they were. Stan Barfield and John 
Uhrich both got London Heathrow. OK, 
that brings us to July. When we knew the 
airport it was Houston Intercontinental. It 
is now Bush Intercontinental or something 
like that. Anyway, Bob Massey, Bob Pier-
son, Dusty Rhodes, Larry Helms, Curt 

Briggs, Joe DeFilippis, Stan Barfield, Doug 
O'Connell, Joe Fricks, Hart Kelley, and (a 
name out of the past) Vince Wynne all 
were on target! 
   The airplane, a Douglas Dolphin, got 

more correct IDs then I expected, which 

pleases me! Larry Helms, Curt Briggs, 

Rusty Heard, Joe Fricks, Vince Wynne, 

LeRoy Brown, Hart Kelley, and, of course, 

Bob Wilson all got it. Good job gentlemen! 

Well done!! 

stream of celebrities! 

*  Bringing soldiers home from Vietnam 

through SFO and LAX taught us a com-

passionate world few really knew in our 

country at the time. 

Good memories are wonderful and we 

did our best to make flying enjoyable for 

our passengers. For almost- 12 years I felt 

like my trips were adventures! But hey…

Was that “any way to run an airline?” 

You bet it was! 

Contributed by Pam (Russell) Hertner 

 

 

Happy 95th 

Birthday 

George Hartin! 
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