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  NATIONAL BUCCANEERS 

NEWSLETTER 

JANUARY 2016  

The Central Florida Buccaneers 

Gone West 

CFB luncheon January 13, 2016 
   If the sign in sheet was indicating the 
truth, then 23 souls gathered for food, fun, 
and conversation at the Golden Corral in 
Ocala. They are as follows: LARRY and 
EILEEN HELMS, BILL GRISCOM, DON 
and DORIS MORGAN, SHERRY FAS-
SETT-BRADLEY, DAVID BRADLEY, JON 
and GIGI COCKES, KAY STRAUSS, JAY 
HOPPE, DAN PIERCE, RON CHATLOS, 

JOHN BOWLING, BILL WEST(welcome 
back!), BOB MARTIN, JIM and HILDA 
O'REILLY, NORM ROEHNER, DAVID 
BLESSING, BILL STRELECKI, and 
LINDA and JOHN WENTWORTH. 
   The 50/50 winnings went home with 
John Bowling and Jon Cockes. 
   Our next gathering will be on February 

10th. Until then, be well!! 

Sad News Department: As of this writing 
we say good-bye to six of "our people". 
Some of the information is sketchy but 
we'll pass on what we have. 
On December 14th, 2015 we lost F/E Dale 

Button at the age of 86. He came to Na-
tional in 1958. 
On December 22nd F/A Bernadette Brady 

Caligiuri passed away at the age of 78. 
Her home was in Vero Beach. 
On December 29th we lost Crew Sched-

uler Bob "Ringo" Hayes to congestive 
heart failure at age 80. Ringo came to Na-
tional in 1961 and went on to PAA, CAL 
and UAL. 
F/A Rosalie DeLuria Marion came to Na-
tional in 1963. She was residing in Boyn-
ton Beach at the time of her passing on 
January 1st. She was 72. 
On January 9th we lost Captain Ted Neff 
to Alzheimer's. Ted came to us in 1969 
and stayed through Pan Am. He was 76. 
F/A Carol Gallagher Albert passed away 
recently (exact date unknown). She hired 
with National in 1962 and remained when 
Pan Am took over. She was married to 
Captain Art Albert. 
 We will miss these good people, we will 

NOT forget them. May their last flight 

West be fair of wind and free from turbu-

lence. 
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  Not one to sit idle, Captain Bob Wilson 
continues to create, actively filling his re-
tirement time with his own form of art-
work. Many of us are familiar with this 
man's expertise as a pilot, less known is 
his craftsmanship as a mechanic and an 
artist. I've been to his shop and seen his 
work, it's really quite remarkable.  
   Always the aviator, Bob has produced 
and flown numerous RC model airplanes. 
The 1/4 scale Davis shown here is one of 
his most impressive creations, and yep, it 
is a model. Check out the detail. It's that 
kind of effort that raises the bar for other 

modelers.  
   The manifestation of Bob's long time in-
terest in Southwest Indian art is the carv-
ing of totems such as the one shown here. 
The metamorphosis begins with a bass-
wood log and matures into a work of art. 
He researches the design, prepares the 
pole, carves the wood and applies the 
color (acrylic paint). Hopefully at that 
point he steps back and says, yah, that's 
good! 
   Retirement has a little different meaning 

to each of us. I like Bob's interpretation. 

Above:  This is a ¼ scale Davis 1930 5 CYL 

4 Stroke Saito Engine. 

 

 

Left:  Bob Wilson standing next to one of 

his beautiful totems. 

BOB WILSON SHARES HIS ARTWORK 
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BUCCANEER MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR 2016 

   Yep, it's that time of year again. You know the drill. Dues remain at $18. Please send a check 

payable to National Airlines Buccaneers, and send to National Buccaneers, 15701 Willo Pines 

Lane, Montverde, FL 34756. It's more work than you may think to keep track of all this so, 

PLEASE, do it earlier rather than later. 

Name__________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip__________________________________________________ 

Phone_________________________________________________________ 

E-mail_________________________________________________________ 

Position held at National__________________________________________ 

CONVENTION REGISTRATION, BOCA RATON, APRIL 22,23,24 2016 
Number attending____ If attending the banquet ONLY, please check here_____ 
Names__________________________________________________________ 
Phone contact____________________________________________________ 
E-mail contact____________________________________________________ 
Please indicate meal preference for EACH person: 
Chicken________Fish_______Beef________ 
Please include a check for $90 PER PERSON if you are attending the entire conven-

tion or $45 PER PERSON if you are attending the banquet only. Checks should be 

made to National Buccaneers. Mail the form and check to National Buccaneers, 15701 

Willo Pines Lane, Montverde, FL 34756. Waiting until the last minute makes things 

harder for us, so PLEASE don't delay. The last minute scramble is not fun on this end! 

TO SUBMIT YOUR STORIES OR 

IDEAS, YOU MAY       CONTACT 

JOHN AT  

johnhd500@gmail.com 

Or call 

407-469-7015 

And leave a message. 

Dan Pierce gave me this. 
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The New Year has arrived and its time to 

mark your calendar for the 2016 NAL con-

vention. This year it will be held on April 

22-23-24 at the Embassy Suites in Boca 

Raton Fla. Our room rate is $99.00 per 

night and that price is good for the day 

before & after the convention. The hotel is 

located at 661 NW 53rd St 33487 Reserva-

tions can be made at 561-994-8200 men-

tion our discount code NBU. The registra-

tion fee is $90.00 per person which cov-

ers expenses. Our Hospitality room will 

be open each day for everyone to stop in 

for some hanger flying & spirits. (Room 

718) We will be taking a bus ride up to 

Delray Beach on Saturday morning to 

view the beautiful Morikami Museum & 

Japanese Gardens. The bus will leave from 

the hotel at 9:30AM and return at 2:30PM. 

Everyone is invited to join in  the tour. 

The Embassy Suites is noted not only for 

its great rooms but also their fantastic 

complimentary breakfasts and Happy 

hours. .Parking is free. We are ex-

cited  about returning to Boca since this 

location has proved to attract more mem-

bers over the years. There will be a sched-

ule of events given to you at the check-in 

desk. Our Convention Banquet Dinner 

will be held Sunday evening right after 

Happy Hour at 7:30PM in the Ho-

tel .Spread the word and make your reser-

vations soon for another fun weekend 

with the Buccaneers. Looking forward to 

seeing each of you in April. Bob Pierson / 

Convention Chairman-770-328-6351. 

BOCA RATON 2016 CONVENTION DETAILS 

Hart Kelley and Dave Dollarhide Frank, Jon and Dan 

Hilda and Jim O'Reilly Keith Mackey and Bob Thrasher 

tel:561-994-8200
tel:770-328-6351
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Monthly Mysteries Solved 

REMINDER: Our next convention will be April 22nd, 23rd, and 

24th in Boca Raton. Make your plans NOW!!! WE WANT YOU THERE 

BECAUSE WE CARE!!!! 

December's Mystery Airplane and Air-
port: I'm surprised that only two of our 
people (so far) recognized the Stout 1-Air 
Sedan. As you might expect, they are Curt 
Briggs and Bob Wilson. Bob thought it 
was too easy! Hmmmm. 

   The airport brought MORE correct an-

swers than I expected. Bob Massey, Jim 

Gannon, Dusty Rhodes, Stan Barfield, 

Curt Briggs, Bob Pierson, Larry Helms, 

and John Uhrich all remember Austin, 

Texas. Well done gentlemen! 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

This is another PAA see America stop. This 

is one that fewer of our people went into so 

we'll see what we see. Good luck! 

Larry Helms 

These are some pictures taken at the 

December "Yankee Trader" luncheon 

by our Senior Staff Photographer, Gigi 

Cockes!  Thanks Gigi!!! 
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Find us on the web! 

www.nalbucs.com 

OK historians, give a look at this month's 

offering. I'll give extra credit if you can also 

ID the plane in the upper background. 

 

 

 


