
1 

  NATIONAL BUCCANEERS 
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Morikami Museum and Japanese Gardens 2016 

 

Sad News Department: F/E Harford 
Knowles age 92 passed away on January 
12th of this year in Sylva, N.C. He came to 
National from Eastern in March, 1966 and 
eventually retired from Pan Am. 
   I'm not sure what happened regarding 

this next notice but Mary Cahill-Daniel 

brought to our attention that this name 

did not appear on the Bucs web-site. So, I 

offer this notice now and apologize if I 

missed it before. It would not be the first 

ball that I dropped.  Pilot Burt Fitts was 

only 60 when he passed away unexpect-

edly on September 25, 2004. He came to 

National in February 1973, stayed 

through Pan Am then went to, and retired 

from, United. I flew many pleasant trips 

with Burt on the 727. 

The Sundrome from Bob Thrasher. 

Gone West 
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HERE COMES FRANKLIN 2016 
   Linda and I have been attending the pic-
nics for about 24 years and it seems that 
they only get better each time. And speak-
ing of time, if it weren't such an issue, I 
wouldn't harp on it, but it is an issue, an 
important one. I don't know how many 
more of these we will have but obviously 
forever isn't an option. I understand that 
energy cannot be destroyed but it can 
change form and for some of us, the proc-
ess has already begun. If seeing comrades 
from so many years at National is of inter-
est to you then I suggest that you consider 
our week-end at Franklin this August for 
some "catching-up", some stories and 
laughs, and some just plain fun. 
   So, here's the plan. August 26th, 3:30 
PM, at the Hampton Inn we will have a 
"meet and greet". Refreshments will be 
there but your offerings will be happily 
accepted as well. At 5:30 you will be shep-
herded down the hill to Willy"s BBQ for 
dinner. Following your lavish dining ex-
perience you will return to the Hampton 
for more socializing, story telling 
or...........? 
   August 27th. The actual picnic itself will 
begin at 10 AM sharp, more or less. You 
are invited to bring your personal favorite 
sharable dish or item or you may instead 
contribute to the cash reserves for the next 
event, your choice. Our main interest is 

having YOU there. Those left standing at 
4PM will be forcibly removed from the 
premises and returned to the Hampton in 
preparation for the next installment. There 
will be a musical extravaganza for those 
of you of the bluegrass/country/guitar 
picking persuasion which will take place 
in cosmopolitan downtown Franklin that 
evening. It is a bring your own chair affair 
so please plan accordingly. If music isn't 
your thing, perhaps a pizza party 
or............? 
   August 28th. A final chance to "catch 
up" over breakfast at the Hampton. 
   Dick Walker has negotiated a $99 room 
rate for us. Call 828-369-0600 and ID your-
self as a Buccaneer. 
   One more thing. Please folks, save this 

information for reference rather than call-

ing me for answers to questions covered 

in this text! Thank you. 

 

For your convenience: If you are trying to 
make reservations at the HAMPTON INN 
in Franklin by calling 828-369-0600 and 
you are redirected to select #2, disregard 
the redirect and stay on the line. #2 sends 
you to the nation wide directory and they 
have no clue about the National Bucca-
neer discount. Doing this will save you 
some time and aggravation. 

FRANKLIN PICNIC IS A 

MONTH AWAY 

tel:828-369-0600
tel:828-369-0600
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PLEASE READ, A REMINDER AND 
SOME THOUGHTS: I expect that by now 
most of you are aware of my plans to step 
down as president of the Buccaneers after 
the 2017 convention in Boca Raton. As yet 
no one has come forth to even investigate 
taking over at that time. Part two of the 
plan has me no longer producing the 
newsletter, in any form, after December 
2017. 
   Bill Mauldin has sent in some thoughts 
that I will pass on to you for your consid-
eration. He is suggesting that: 
1- A group of three or four of our people 
could volunteer to each produce a letter 
every third or fourth month. That way no 
one has it every month but we all get a let-
ter every month to keep up with happen-
ings in our group. Logistics would proba-
bly dictate that the letter would be in elec-
tronic form only after December of 2017. 
2- Someone take on the task of perusing 
the various seniority lists and contacting 
the people to tell them about our group 
and encourage involvement. This has 
been done on a small scale in the past but 
needs some one, or two or three, patient 
and comfortable with computers to be ef-
fective and work on a larger scale.  

3- Several people have put forth the idea 
of contacting the Sundowners and explor-
ing a possible combination of the two 
groups. I will leave the validity of this 
idea to your judgment as I will be step-
ping down next year. 
4- Producing a missing persons list for the 
newsletter and the web-site to find our 
former colleagues that have fallen off our 
radar and, hopefully return them to the 
fold. 
   These are all worthy ideas but would re-
quire some time and effort to implement. 
And we would need the personnel to do 
it. Between Steve Mills, Bob and Sharon 
Thrasher, Bob Pierson and myself, we 
could probably supply volunteers with 
enough information to at least get started. 
However, speaking for myself for certain 
and most likely for the others as well, we 
are unwilling to take on more new work. 
So, if it is to be it will require others to 
step up. I can be contacted at 407-469-7015 
(leave a message and I will return your 
call) or e-mail me at 
johnhd500@gmail.com.  
   My departure from further duty after 

December 2017 is non-negotiable.  John 

BUCCANEERS SURVIVAL DEPENDS ON YOU 

tel:407-469-7015
mailto:johnhd500@gmail.com
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Greg and Beth Schwalbert  Henri and Bob Bible  

Betty and Bud Frayser  Elizabeth Blosser, Dick and Chui Blackburn  

Sherry Patterson, Linda and Joe Claytor, Chris Southard  

BOCA RATON CONVENTION 2016 PHOTOS 
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MYSTERY AIRPORT AND AIRPLANE      REVEALED 

Last Month's Mystery Airplane and Air-
port: The airport posed little trouble as I 
received 12 correct responses. Most likely 
there were MANY who recognized DFW 
(Dallas- Fort Worth) but didn't send their 
IDs. The following did however and I 
thank them for contacting me. Dusty Rho-
des, Bob Massey, Rusty Heard, Stan 
Barfield, Vince Wynne, Curt Briggs, Joe 
DeFilippis, Phil Claudy, Bob Pierson, Joe 
Fricks, Gary Snodgrass, and Jerome 

Kline. 
   The airplane posed a bit more of a chal-

lenge, partly because of its similarity to a 

Helio. The correct answer however is a 

turbo powered Pilatus Porter PC-6. Again, 

Vince Wynne, Curt Briggs, Joe Fricks 

and Gary Snodgrass all got it along with 

Bob Thrasher and of course, Bob Wilson. 

Good job gentlemen!! 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

While not a National stop, we did 

operate here with Pan Am 727s. 

PLEASE TAKE NOTE: Over the past sev-
eral years I have been taking the month of 
August off from producing a newsletter. 
This is for two reasons, one, I just need a 
break, the other is to afford Linda and I a 
chance to attend the Franklin Picnic with-
out having to consider the letter and its 
deadlines. We also use this time to take a 
bit of a vacation and have some time for 
just us. So, in keeping with this new 
"tradition" there will be NO newsletter for 
August. The next issue will be for Septem-
ber and will cover the picnic happenings 
along with the regular stuff. 
   For the CFBs, please remember that we 

will reconvene our luncheons on October 

12th, same time and venue as before. 

Linda and I look forward to seeing every-

one again after the summer hiatus! 
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