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Gone West 

     On Saturday, April 30, my daughter, 
Shelly, and I arrived at the Tallahassee air-
port around 4:45 AM to begin our day on 
the fifth Tallahassee Honor Flight.  My 
daughter went as my guardian (role re-
versal). 
     After processing, a breakfast served by 
Chic-Fil-A, and a search by TSA, we were 
on board a very professional Air Miami 
charter headed to Baltimore. 
     We taxied in beneath a water cannon 
salute to be greeted by a number of Naval 
Academy cadets as we deplaned.  We 
boarded 3 buses (one red, one white, and 
one blue) and set off for Washington, 

DC.  Our escort was a highly experienced 
motorcycle officer (all 6' 12'' and 299 lbs. 
of pure muscle - at least it seemed that 
way!!)  He was like Moses parting the Red 
Sea - all vehicles moved  aside as our 
buses sped toward our nation's capital.   
     First stop - the World War II Memo-
rial.  We spent a memorable two hours at 
this site and upon reboarding the buses, 
found a box lunch in each seat.  We ate 
lunch as we traveled to our next 
stop.  Once again, Moses, I mean the mo-
torcycle officer, led the way.   
     Second stop was the Lincoln Memorial, 
Viet Nam and Korean Memorials.  Again 

Sad News Department: F/A Mary Lou 
Hemann Jackson began her 30 year career 
with Ozark before joining National in No-
vember 1952. She continued flying with, 
and eventually retired from, Pan Am. She 
passed away on May 27th at the age of 93. 

May her last flight West be fair of wind 

and free from turbulence. She will be 

missed but not forgotten. 
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we were given two hours to leisurely visit 
these memorials.  Being a veteran of both 
the Korean and Viet Nam wars, this was 
an emotional moment for me.  It was espe-
cially poignant for my daughter to be able 
to share this time with me. 
     Back on the buses we headed toward 
Arlington National Cemetery where we 
were greeted by Governor Rick Scott.  We 
then observed the changing of the guard 
and flag lowering ceremony.   
     After a final brief stop at the Air Force 
Memorial it was time to begin our return 
trip to Baltimore.  Once again all traffic 
parted as our faithful motorcycle escort 
led us back to BWI.  This time TSA waved 
us right through! 
     After we were airborn, a hot meal was 
served followed by a surprise "mail 
call."  Each veteran received a package of 
letters and cards from school children and 
other surprises I won't reveal.  If you are a 
veteran of World War II, Korea, or Viet 
Nam, take an Honor Flight ASAP and 
find out for yourself. 
     This trip is free for veterans.  Guardi-
ans pay $500 for the privilege of accompa-
nying a veteran.  Any adult family mem-
ber or friend under the age of 65 (other 

than a spouse) can serve in this 
role.  There are also plenty of volunteers 
who are anxious to be guardians for those 
who need one.  In my case my daughter 
enjoyed the trip as much as her dad, and 
saw the true emotion when I was unable 
to trace the name from the Viet Nam Wall 
of a close friend. 
     The trip was the most well organized 
event I have ever experienced.  Because 
safety was a major concern, there was a 
doctor, several paramedics and other as-
sistants who were on the flight and stayed 
with us all day.  Each bus had a knowl-
edgeable, volunteer tour guide. 
     Honor Flight is 100% funded by dona-
tions with no paid employees.  Nation-
wide over 300,000 veterans have taken 
this trip.  As for our Tallahassee Honor 
Flight, five trips have been made with a 
total of 375 veterans and not a single mis-
hap.  Keep in mind the age range of veter-
ans is low 70's to high 90's! 
    Folks, if you are eligible, please take ad-
vantage of one of these trips.  You will be 
glad you did. 

Dick Walker 

   Linda and I have been attending the pic-
nics for about 24 years and it seems that 
they only get better each time. And speak-
ing of time, if it weren't such an issue, I 
wouldn't harp on it, but it is an issue, an 
important one. I don't know how many 
more of these we will have but obviously 

forever isn't an option. I understand that 
energy cannot be destroyed but it can 
change form and for some of us, the proc-
ess has already begun. If seeing comrades 
from so many years at National is of inter-
est to you then I suggest that you consider 
our week-end at Franklin this August for 

HERE COMES FRANKLIN 2016 

HONOR FLIGHT CONTINUED 
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 some "catching-up", some stories and 
laughs, and some just plain fun. 
   So, here's the plan. August 26th, 3:30 
PM, at the Hampton Inn we will have a 
"meet and greet". Refreshments will be 
there but your offerings will be happily 
accepted as well. At 5:30 you will be shep-
herded down the hill to Willy"s BBQ for 
dinner. Following your lavish dining ex-
perience you will return to the Hampton 
for more socializing, story telling 
or...........? 
   August 27th. The actual picnic itself will 
begin at 10 AM sharp, more or less. You 
are invited to bring your personal favorite 
sharable dish or item or you may instead 
contribute to the cash reserves for the next 
event, your choice. Our main interest is 
having YOU there. Those left standing at 
4PM will be forcibly removed from the 

premises and returned to the Hampton in 
preparation for the next installment. There 
will be a musical extravaganza for those 
of you of the bluegrass/country/guitar 
picking persuasion which will take place 
in cosmopolitan downtown Franklin that 
evening. It is a bring your own chair affair 
so please plan accordingly. If music isn't 
your thing, perhaps a pizza party 
or............? 
   August 28th. A final chance to "catch 
up" over breakfast at the Hampton. 
   Dick Walker has negotiated a $99 room 
rate for us. Call 828-369-0600 and ID your-
self as a Buccaneer. 
   One more thing. Please folks, save this 

information for reference rather than call-

ing me for answers to questions covered in 

this text! Thank you. 

BUCCANEERS CONVENTION 2016 BOCA RATON 

Jennifer and Bob Pierson 

This is the second of three photo collections 

that will be featured from the NAL Bucca-

neers Convention held in Boca Raton in 

April 2016. 

tel:828-369-0600
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Last Month's Mystery Airplane and Air-
port 
   I thought the airplane would be easier 
than it turned out to be, or maybe many of 
you are taking some serious vacation 
time. Anyway, the Fairchild 22 was cor-
rectly IDed by Curt Briggs, LeRoy Brown, 
Gary Snodgrass, Jerome Kline and, of 
course, Bob Wilson. 

   The airport provided a bit more of a 
challenge but was still correctly IDed by 
Bob Massey, Curt Briggs, Jerome Kline 
and Vince Wynne. Perhaps it's because 
Richard Lloyd Jones Jr. airport in Tulsa 
was off the main track for so many of us 
in our careers. This month's offering will 
be far easier and allow some re lubrication 
of the mind's wheels. 
   As always, thanks for participating! 

MYSTERY AIRPORT AND AIRPLANE      REVEALED 

 

 

 

 

My thanks to Joan 

Holzer, Jack 

Gordon and Steve 

Mills for sending 

me the conven-

tion photos that 

appear here! If it 

weren't for them 

you would be 

viewing blank 

Tristin and Kimberly Thomas 

I think most of us have operated thru this "See America"   

airport at some point in our careers. 
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Can you name this plane? 

  


