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  NATIONAL BUCCANEERS 

NEWSLETTER 

MAY 2016  

The Central Florida Buccaneers 

Gone West 

CFB Luncheon May 11th, 2016 It's hard to 
believe that the summer recess is already 
here. We will take the summer off and re-
convene in October thus giving our group 
a chance to flee north or west in search of 
a cooler clime. In attendance for the send 
off were: BILL WEST, RON CHATLOS, 
JOHN BOWLING, CHRIS ULLOA, JOHN 
BARRY, ROEHNER, JIM and HILDA 
O'REILLY, SHERRY BRADLEY, DAVID 

BRADLEY, ERNIE and NELL OHFF, 
BILL GRISCOM, ERNIE ELLISON, BOB 
and FAYE MURRELL, KEY STRAUSS, 
BOB and SHARON THRASHER, DAN 
PIERCE, JACK and SANDI GORDON, 
JACK and GAYLE THEISEN, and 
LINDA and JOHN WENTWORTH. 
   The 50/50 riches were taken by Ernie 
Ohff and Faye Murrell 
   Have a great summer group! Until Oc-

tober, be well! 

Sad News Department: F/A Nancy 
Smetanka, left California and recently 
moved to Punta Gorda, Florida where she 
succumbed to Lymphoma on April 5th. 
Nancy flew with NAL, starting in Novem-
ber 1968, stayed on with PAA and later 
went to NWA. She was 70 years old. 
   Norma Holmes, wife of F/E Jack Holmes 
passed away on April 7th at the age of 89. 
   Captain Bill Blomeley came to NAL in 
April, 1945 and retired from PAA. He made 

his home in Elijay, GA at the time of his 
passing on April 23rd. He was 94. 
   F/A Sara Corry Beverly came to NAL 
in February 1963. She resided in Ocala, 
Florida when she passed away on April 
22nd. at the age of 72. 
   F/A Sharon Thomas Collier, NAL, 
PAA, began her career in June of 1974. 
She passed away on April 29th due to 
Multiple Sclerosis. 
   On May 6th we lost Jacqueline Mau, 

wife of F/E Richard Mau, at the age of 
79.  
   On May 8th Dawn Wilson, Captain 
Bob Wilson's wife of 64 years, suc-
cumbed to COPD. She was 84. She and 
Bob lived in Ocala for many years before 
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If you read nothing else, please read this: 
I will be stepping down as President of 
the Buccaneers Club upon the completion 
of next year's convention. If the club is to 
continue, we will need a volunteer to take 
the reins at that time. If the club is worth 
having, then it's worth working for. If it's 
not worth working for then.........  Anyone in-
terested in doing this project may contact 
me at my e-mail johnhd500@gmail.com or 
phone 407-497-5266 and let's discuss it. 
   A bigger issue, for me anyway, is the 
newsletter. As of this writing, I have been 
producing a monthly letter for some 15+ 
years. Initially, it was great fun and al-
lowed me contact with many of you that 
would not have been realized otherwise. 
Several years into it, it became a chore un-
til recently where it has become a burden. 

I need another volunteer to take over this 
function, preferably by the end of this 
year. Failing that, I will recommend that 
we discontinue the collection of dues as of 
January 1st, 2017, and the money remain-
ing in our account will be used to fund the 
newsletter until December of 2017 when I 
will publish my last issue. If a volunteer 
comes forward between now and Septem-
ber 30th, 2017, I will happily work with 
them for three months to get them ori-
ented. If they wait until December 30th, 
2017, I will work with them for one day.  
   So, I am essentially giving 18 months no-

tice of my plans. I think that is more than 

fair. I've done my part, now I'm asking 

others to do theirs.  

-John 

The Buccaneer’s were welcomed back to 
The Embassy Suite’s enthusiastically by 
Management and Staff. Last year you re-
call  The Convention was in Tampa, how-
ever The “Attendees” voted to return to 
Boca as we have many who live nearby 
and we had believed (falsely) that this 
would help our falling attendance. At the 
Business Meeting the Members went 
against our Officers wishes to abdicate 
and to Discontinue/Disband these Great 
Assemblages of Distinguished Air Peo-
ple.  At least one more will occur. Much 
work goes into these gatherings and it’s a 
shame that so few Take advantage of 
these labors. We experienced Perfect Flor-

ida Weather, a great visit to a Renowned 
Museum, The best Convention Food I’ve 
had anywhere in years. Kay Strauss 
brought several Albums of us at work and 
play for dissemination. The Late Nancy 
Smetanka’s pictures were there with an 
album of Press Charters. Many of us re-
connected with those that were new to 
our (their) get together. I traded tales with 
two of my favorite people who were there 
at their first convention. Some exciting ex-
cursions have been discussed for our Buc-
caneer’s Reunion next year At Boca. 
Please make an effort to attend  and con-
tinue this very worthwhile activity.  
Dan Pierce  NAL- 8- 

 
PRESIDENT TO STEP DOWN  DECEMBER 31, 2017 

DAN PIERCE TELLS WHY CONVENTION IS WORTHWHILE 
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moving to Franklin, N.C. where they have 
been for some time. 
   We will miss these good people, we will 

NOT forget them. May their last flight 

West be fair of wind and free from turbu-

lence. 

The 2016 Boca Raton Buccaneer Conven-
tion has come and gone into the history 
books. All the activities came off as 
smooth as planned and hope-
fully everyone that attended had a fun 
weekend. We started on Friday with the 
opening of the Hospitality Room for all to 
gather and relax with old friends and new 
ones too.  From there it was just an eleva-
tor ride to the Managers reception at 
5:30PM in the Atrium. On Sat. morning 
we headed over to the Morikami Museum 
for a tour of the beautiful Japanese Gar-
dens and lunch in their outdoor restau-
rant. After returning to the Hotel some 
headed out to shop while others gathered 
up to the Hospitality Room. At 5:30PM 
everyone met up in the Atruim for the 
Manager’s Reception. Sunday morning 
the Member meeting was attended by 50 
Buccaneers, where our President John 
Wentworth discussed past and present 
business within the association. It was de-

termined that John would step-down as 
President at the end of next year (2017) It 
was also announced that next year’s Buc-
caneer Convention would be held back in 
Boca Raton sometime in late April after 
Easter. After the meeting most folks 
headed out in different directions to enjoy 
the day with some electing to just chill at 
the pool or Hospitality Room. At 5:30PM 
we again gathered in the Atrium for the 
Managers reception. At 7:30PM the an-
nual Banquet Dinner began with 90 Buc-
caneers in attendance. Dining and dancing 
continued through the evening for all to 
partake. It was another fun ending to a 
fabulous weekend. If you missed being 
there, we certainly missed you. Make 
yourself a mental note to join us one last 
time next year. For all of those that made 
the extra effort to attend, I would just like 
to say, THANKS for coming....you made it 
happen.   
-Bob Pierson, Convention Chairman 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
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THANK YOU TO OUR 

PHOTOGRAPHERS,      

JOAN HOLZER AND    

STEVE MILLS. 

THIS WILL BE THE FIRST 

OF A SERIES OF THREE 

COLLAGES. 

Lynda Masselli, Duke Dent,                

Coleman Absher 
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What follows is a list of the convention at-
tendees from our recent gathering in Boca. 
Please note that I wrote "a list" not "the 
list". There is a reason for that. We had 
continuing changes right up to an hour 
before the banquet began. People can-
celed, people signed up, people did not 
show up etc. Thus, continuity simply be-
came a word that I need "spell check" for 
to confidently affix to paper. Not all of the 
names that appear were at the banquet. 
Some made brief appearances, several ap-
pearances, quickly passed through, well, 
you get the picture. And so I am using re-
call as well as forms to produce "a list". 
That statement alone will send shivers 
down the spines of those who are devoted 
to accuracy. Unfortunately, it is the best I 
have to offer. If your name is missing, 
contact me and I will attempt to make 
amends. VINCE FALLETTA and RUTH 
WOLFF, BOB and HENRI BIBLE, EDU-
ARDO EMMANUELLI, DAN PIERCE, 
KAY STRAUSS, RICK and KARREN DU-
PUIS, JIMMIE "BOO" GRANGER, 
LYNDA METTS MASELLI, BOB and JEN-
NIFER PIERSON, LINDA LAHUIS, 
SHELLY MOORE BARLOW and ROGER 
BARLOW, DON and CAROLYN 
VEAZEY, STEVE and LINDA MILLS, 
CAROLE PRUETT, DUKE DENT, BUD 
and BETTY FRAYSER, BEVERLY and 
STEWART PEET, OLAV and JOAN JON-
ASSEN, DIANNA COOK DRESCHER, 

PAUL and TERRI KING, LINDA WHITE 
and husband MARK, DICK and CHUI 
BLACKBURN, JEANNE ZARR, BOB and 
SHARON THRASHER, JOE and LINDA 
CLAYTOR, JOHN ARAIZA, THERESA 
SMITH, LOU and CELIA HUERTAS, JIM 
and HILDA O'REILLY, DON and 
NANCY LOVERN, LOYAL and PAT 
BOYER, TOM and PAT RICHARDS, 
JOAN and BLAINE HOLZER, HANS and 
IRENE SCHWARZ, JACK and SANDI 
GORDON, DOROTHY REYNOLDS, 
JOHN and LESSIE RIMES, MARTHA 
YURKE, CHRIS SOUTHARD, TERRY 
HUGHES, HART and JUNE KELLEY, 
PAULA HAYES SHEEHAN, PATRICIA 
JOHNSON, SHERRY PATTERSON DAR-
GEN and "SKEETS" CYNTHIA AKINS, 
BILL OTT, SHARON NELSON, JACKIE 
KLEIN BROWN and husband ARLEN, 
TOM and FAYE SMITHERS, DICK and 
Mrs. HAMMERLUND, DON DELAMAR, 
KIMBERLY and TRISTIN WENTWORTH-
THOMAS, JOE and VALERIE ORZECK, 
BRIAN MATTHIESEN and LUZ, GREG 
and BETH SCHWALBERT, JIM 
GANNON, ELIZABETH BLOSSER, and 
LINDA and JOHN WENTWORTH. 
   By simple arithmetic, I KNOW I'm miss-

ing some folks, but I don't remember who. 

I ask your forgiveness and will rectify my 

failures next month if you notify me. 

CONVENTION ATTENDEES 

LIST SHARED  
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Last Month's Mystery Airplane wasn't a 

mystery at all for Jim Gannon, Gary 

Snodgrass, Jerome Kline or Bob Wilson, 

who all recognized the Extra 300. Some of 

you may have been thrown by the 4 

bladed prop but that was simply one of 

many modifications to the basic airplane 

that has shown up over the years. Several 

years ago we lost Johnny Martin and 

Linda Simpson in an aircraft accident near 

their home in Southwest Florida. They 

were flying an Extra 300 similar to the one 

shown in last month's issue. 

MYSTERY AIRPORT AND AIRPLANE      

REVEALED 

It is the desire of my son and me to 

thank the wonderful family of the 

National Airline’s Buccaneers for 

allowing us to join in and share the 

events of the 2016 NAL Bucs Con-

vention held in Boca Raton. We so 

very much enjoyed all the camara-

derie of everyone involved and it 

will allow the memories to live on 

for a very long time. 

- Kimberly & Tristin                                     

 Wentworth-Thomas 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MANY THANK YOUS TO 

OUR FRIENDS OF NAL 

This is another "See America" airport. As sharp as 

you guys have been, I expect a lot of correct IDs. 

You're GOOD 
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NATIONAL BUCCANEERS 

15701 WILLO PINES LANE 

MONTVERDE, FL   34756 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Find us on the web! 

www.nalbucs.com 

There were several models of this ma-

chine. What I'm looking for is the basic 

one.  

 


