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Our vice president, Bob Pierson, has provided additional infor-

mation on the new Embassy Suites under construction in St. 

Augustine, Florida per an inquiry from the membership.  Bob 

informed me that he had received a phone call from their sales 

department about a week after he had left a message of our in-

terest in having a convention at their new development.  They 

advised him that the completion date is now planned for April 

2018 and that they were not going to book any groups until 

July.  The convention rate for July would be $179.00 per night.  

In addition, he asked about 2019 and was quoted a group rate of 

$229.00 per night in May.  As the facility is located right on the 

beach, it appears their prices are going to be considerably 

higher than most Embassy Suites convention rates.   

 

We will let you know of any changes, but at this time Boca ap-

pears to make the most economical sense. 

 

Merry Christmas and happy new year to our members and their 

families.  May God bless the United States of America. 
 

Prez Captain Stan Sez 

Editor: Gigi Cockes 

Officers are: 
President: Capt. Stan 

Barfield 

VP/Convention Chair: 

Bob Pierson 

Treasurers: Bob and Sharon 

Thrasher 

Bob Pierson  

Sharon and Bob Thrasher 

Past President: 

Capt. John Wentworth &  

Linda Wentworth  
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 Jim Gettys, Bob Massey, Dusty Rhodes,, Bob Crawford, Curt Briggs, Jim 
Gannon, 
Stan Barfield, Alan Gee, John Wentworth, Vince Wynne, Bob Thrasher, Bob 
Pierson, Bob 
Spencer and Jerry Kline  all correctly identified The mystery airport for November 
as 
Providence's T.F. Green International. 
 
Curt Briggs, Jim Gannon, Stan Barfield, John Wentworth, Vince Wynne, Bob 
Thrasher, 
Bob Spencer, Alan Gee and Jerry Kline  all were able to search out the Avro An-
son 652-A. 
The Avro Anson is a British twin-engined, multi-role aircraft built by aircraft 
manufacturer Avro.  
Large numbers of the type served in a variety of roles for the Royal Air Force. 
 
 
Want to give a shout out to Bill Bateman for his correct answer of Newport News 
in the October mystery. 

Airplane and Airport winners from November 2017 

 from the  

HARTS 

To our Bucs Friends: 
June and I wish you a very Merry Christmas and healthy and Happy New Year. 

Let's have a huge turn out In Boca next year.   

NAL BUCS 

NEWS 
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December Mystery Airplane and Airport 

Email me with your answers! 
Hart Kelley 

islandhartjune@aol.com 

mailto:islandhartjune@aol.com
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 Luck and Skill Overcome Murphy 
by 

Hart Kelley 
  
Pan Am Flight 866, September 1981. 
  
The aircraft had arrived into LAX on the evening of September 5, 1981 and was due to  
make up flight 866 from LAX to MIA late that evening.  An inbound log entry noted number 1 

and 3 fuel gauges possible reading in error and fuel must be measured via drip sticks.*  The 

log also showed a “computed” remaining fuel value of 24000 lbs.  #1 gauge was signed off by 

LAX maintenance, but #3 was placarded in-op, but met with the Minimum Equipment List cri-

teria.  This should have sent up warning bells when the crew was doing preflight planning, but 

Murphy was booked on this flight. 
  
A little ground school before proceeding.  On the DC-10, the number 1 & 3 tanks have an in-

board and outboard component.  The outboards only held about 5200 lbs and had to be fueled 

first for structural considerations, and when full, fuel flowed into the main part of the tanks.  In 

flight the mains burn off to about 5000 lbs and then the outboard 5200 lbs. is transferred to the 

main tank.  
  
In order to properly fuel the aircraft using drip sticks, the optimum is for the aircraft to be abso-

lutely level.  Since we all know this is not always possible, the geek squad (people a lot smarter 

than us pilots) installed inclinometers in the wheel well.  Using these inclinometers and accom-

panying charts, the drip stick readings can reasonably determine the fuel quantity in each tank.  

But with ole Murphy lurking in the background and the labeling of the drip sticks for the #1 and 

#3 tanks very confusing;  (Inboard, center, outboard and outboard compartment) you guessed 

it, Murphy was now smiling ear to ear  
  
Between the aircraft not being level, the inclinometers and charts not being used to correct for 

the out of level position of the aircraft, the outboard compartment drip sticks being used in-

stead of the outboard, the total upload of fuel was 6080 gallons or (6080 x 6.7) 40736 lbs.  Add 

this to the calculated inbound fuel of 24000 lbs; the total fuel on board at T/O was 64736 lbs.  

Total fuel required for the flight was 101,000 lbs.  34000 in each tank.   I know some of you are 

already saying to yourselves, “the math doesn’t work.”  Well yes it did.  To the fuelers..  Why 

you ask? The fuelers knew the fuel gauges were inop, so they also must have assumed the in-

bound fuel figure of 24000 lbs. was also in error. They should not have done that since the fuel 

remaining was a calculated value, not a gauge reading. Murphy again.  Also, remember the 

plane not being level, and the use of the outboard compartment sticks, NOT the outboard 

sticks.  The paper calculations from dripping the sticks from the wrong compartment made the 

total appear like it was much more fuel onboard than there actually was.  You would think the 

very low “gallons added” should have caused some concern? Especially to the crew. 
  
Murphy was riding high in the saddle.  No one supervised the fuel loading and verified the drip 

stick readings as per SOP with inoperative fuel gauges.  With #3 gauge inoperative, the totalizer 

didn’t work and it was found out later that no one performed a normal fuel slip gross error 
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check by adding the gallons added to the inbound fuel.  Murphy’s ready for takeoff.  
  
An hour after takeoff, proceeding direct to El Paso, the #3 “fuel schedule lite comes on.”  Look-

ing in the book it says the lite could come on if there was more than 11000 lbs in the tank and 

the outboard compartment is transferring fuel prematurely?  Sitting here now we know there 

was no way this was the cause, since there was less than 11500 pounds in #1 and #3 at takeoff.  

But the crew hadn’t put the pieces together yet. 
  
A half hour later the F/E made a write up that the #1 and #3 boost pump lites were coming on.*  

We now know tanks #1 and #3 were running out of fuel and caused the lights to come on.  But 

sitting in that engineer seat, with all the write ups and history, would you? 
  
20/20 hindsight allows us to follow the breadcrumbs and surmise and confirm the fuel distribu-

tion at departure was something like:  #1 tank 11,500, #2 tank 42,000 and #3 11,500.  Remem-

ber the gallons added value of 40,736 and the inbound of 24000?  Makes sense now…  
  
*The flight manual says to open all cross feeds for the remainder of the flight with boost pump 

lites on.  After doing this, and not realizing yet there was no fuel in the #1 and #3 tanks, the F/E 

now thought #2 tank gauge was acting up because it was going down so fast.  Three times as 

fast.  
  
  
About 250 miles west of Tampa, number one engine flames out.  Oops.  A couple minutes later 

number 2 starts to spool down.  Double Ooops.  Number two came back up on it’s own and 

number 1 was re-started.  The F/E realized his mistakes and now knew the fuel load was totally 

wrong.  He told the Captain there was only 2500 lbs of fuel remaining in #2 tank.  Which meant 

only 2500 lbs. of fuel remaining on board.  Pucker factor times 10.    
  
    
Now the skill kicks in.  The F/O was a former Navy pilot and had experience and training with 

simulated “dead stick” approaches.  After declaring an emergency with center and requesting 

the Coast Guard be notified of a possible ditching west of Tampa, advising the 
Flight Attendants of a possible crash landing/ditching, the F/O and Captain set up a minimum 

thrust and then idle descent directly toward the TPA airport.   St. Pete was considered but was 

unmanned.  The F/O made a straight in approach to runway 09, using idle power from 25000 ft. 

to touchdown.  
  
On rollout #2 engine flamed out and was shut down.  Shortly after clearing the runway, #1 en-

gine quit.  Flight 866 continued to the gate using #3 engine. Just as they approached the gate, #3 

flamed out.  All three tanks were checked by maintenance.  All three were empty.  Crew 1, 

Murphy 0. 
  
Here are some after action findings and procedural changes: 
  
1.     The fuelers at LAX did not follow the Maintenance Manual procedures in using fuel meas-

uring sticks.  
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(Continued from page 5) 

 

2.     The attitude of the A/C was not determined prior to fueling. 

3.     The crew did follow the Aircraft Operating Manual procedures by not personally 

checking the fuel sticks and insisting on knowing the actual gallons added and inbound fuel. 

4.     In October 1981 a new PAA Aircraft Operating Manual was placed in effect and gave 

detailed instructions on how the F/E must verify fuel loads. 

  
This story is meant solely as a reminder of “but for the Grace of God, go I.”   All of us 

could have been in any one of those seats.  All incidents and accidents are a multitude of 

conspiring events that compile and compound.  Over the years, starting with the first CLR 

or CRM training, the ability to catch one of these “mini events” prior to becoming an inci-

dent or accident, has dramatically improved individual awareness and safety.   
  
I’m sure we all hope it continues. 
  
Many thanks to Captain Don Lovern for sharing with me some of NAL’s inside informa-

tion in order to share it with all of you.      
 
 
Hart Kelley 
islandhartjune@aol.com 

mailto:islandhartjune@aol.com
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Gone but not forgotten 

Notes from John Wentworth 

Sad News Department:  
Gloria Ann Archer was married to our own Captain Bill Archer for 65 years. She 

passed away, in Miami, on October 9th at the age of 93. 

   F/A Eunice Badger Austin joined National in May 1972 and later went to Pan 

Am. She was, at one time, married to NAL Pilot Bill Brown. Eunice passed away, in 

Jacksonville, on October 22nd at the age of 65. 

   We will miss these good people, we will NOT forget them. May their last flight 

West be fair of wind and free from turbulence. 

   

A NOTE FROM YOUR EDITOR: Gigi Cockes 

 

As you know this is the last issue of the NAL BUCS NEWSLETTER 

as a mail out. Looking forward to seeing you on the web! Please 

don’t give up reading all about what’s happening in our organization 

just because it isn’t mailed to you. We will continue to have Steve 

Mills send out a monthly reminder when it is posted each month. 

Thanks to Steve, Keith Mackey (who is our web-site administrator), 

President Stan Barfield, Hart Kelley, John Wentworth (our past presi-

dent) and Bob and Sharon Thrasher for all they have done to add in-

formation to this combined effort of NAL news from the Central 

Florida Buccaneers. It takes a Village and we sure hope you enjoy the 

fruits of everyone’s labor. Merry Christmas to you all and to all a 

good night! Best wishes in 2018 for good health and true happiness! 
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Central Florida Buccaneers Luncheon November 2017 

Bob’s Blurbs 

Ocala NALBUCS Luncheon November 2017 was held at the Golden Coral an had the fol-

lowing members attend: Kay Strauss, John and Linda Wentworth, Bill Griscom, Jim and 

Hilda O’Reilly, Rusty Heard, Stan Barfield, Robert and Sharon Thrasher, Dave Blessing, Bill 

Streleck, Bill West, Sherry and Dave Bradley, Steve Barkow, John Bowling, Ron Chatlos, Jack 

and Gail Theisen, Dan Pierce, Ernie Ellison. Our next Luncheon will be held on the second 

Wednesday which falls on December 13 and once again at the Ocala Golden Corral Restaurant 

off Highway 200. If you are new at attending set your GPS for; 2111 S.W. College Road (aka 

SR 200), Ocala, Fl. 
       The 50/50 was won by Bob Thrasher BOTH DRAWS! Honest guys, it was not a fix 

  

At the December luncheon we will we will once again have our traditional Yankee Trader gift 

exchange and the new limit it has been decided due to inflation will be up to a $15.00 gift. 

                                                                    

                       Remember, December 2017 will be the last printed and mailed newsletter. 

 

With the demise of the printed and mailed newsletter, the expense of the club will decrease as 

the printing and mailing costs exceeded $350 a month on the average.  After much discussion 

between myself, our president Stan Barfield, our past president John Wentworth and Bob Pier-

son we are going to structure our expenses for 2018 a little bit differently based on what we be-

lieve the club needs or may require.  In the past few years we’ve asked you to pay annual dues 

which went from $20 to $18, as expenses decreased.  With that said, we know we can reduce it 

even further due to the discontinued newsletter saving approximately $350.00 a month for the 

club. 

 

 We will still encounter ongoing expenses such as the annual convention, our website, post of-

fice box expenses, our N.C. Picnic, as well as possible unknown contingencies that may require 

future review and considerations.  Therefore, the annual club dues for 2018 will be further re-

duced to $15.00. 

 

As before, widows and widowers of NAL employees need not send club dues unless you would 

like to do so at any time during the year. 

 

As future financial and unknown contingencies during 2018 are unknown at this time, we will 

continue to make every effort to hold our club to the highest standards of past years intertwined 

with fun and laughter.  As always in the past, your effort, suggestions and support is appreci-

ated. 

 

If you have any comments or thoughts, please feel free to drop me a line or send an e-mail.  

Send mail to “The NAL Buccaneers Club, P.O. Box 37, Fruitland Park, Florida, 34731” 

OR you may email me at robertthrasher@me.com   Bob Thrasher 

mailto:robertthrasher@me.com
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Photos sent in from Bob Thrasher 

 

Central Florida Buccaneers Luncheon November 2017 

Kay Strauss, Linda Wentworth, and 

Sharon Thrasher Gale and Jack Theisen 

Ernie Ellison, Joe Fricks, Dan Pierce, Stan 

Barfield, and John Wentworth. 
 

Sherry Fassett Bradley and David 

Bradley,  David Blessing, and on right 

Rusty Heard. 
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NAL BUCCANEERS CLUB 

P.O. Box 37 

Fruitland Park, FL 34731 

Find the newsletter online 
www.nalbucs.com in living 

color! 

   Saint Peter and the A&P 

 

The mechanic stood at the Pearly Gates, 

His face was worn and old. 

He meekly asked the man of fate 

Admission to the fold. 

What have you done,” St. Peter asked, 

“To seek admission here?” 

“Oh, I labored on the earth as an A&P 

For many and many a year.” 

The gates opened wide and clear 

As St. Peter sounded the bell. 

Come in,” he said, “and take a harp, 

You’ve had enough of Hell.” 

 

W.E. Robertson, Kilgore, TX. 

(Rated May 28, 1942, hold same today) 

submitted by Ernie Ellison 


