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Over the past years, Bob has tried numerous times to 

convince me to join the others and dwell in the cama-

raderie of the convention, see old friends, hear the 

stories, and have lots of laughs. 

 Finally, I decided to see if all that he talked about was fantasy or 

fact, so I decided to take up his suggestion and signed up for the 

2010 convention in Savannah.  Hart and June picked me up in their 

Cessna 210 and that was a thrill, as I had a chance to fly the right seat 

with a real Captain.  I did well at “gear up and gear down”.  Hart has 

really improved since I gave him his first hour at a very young age. 

In retrospect, I was bitten by the bug, as I had a super time and thor-

oughly enjoyed the excitement.  Bob Pierson, along with others, went 

out of their way to provide us with a phenomenal, fun, and well or-

ganized convention that has not changed over the years.  After the 

2010 convention, I made an earnest effort to attend all future conven-

tions, missing one over the next 7 years. 

In the future, we are hopeful that those of you that have not yet 

joined us over the years might consider the upcoming picnic in North 

Carolina and the conventions.  Bob is still researching location and 

rates for the 2018 convention. (date to be determined). 

Once again, John, Bob, and all those that assisted in the success of 

our club over the past years, we applaud the group effort for helping 

to keep us on track.  You have passed the baton to all of us with the 

challenge of continuing the dedication and synergy towards the  

“NATIONAL AIRLINES BUCCANEERS’. 

Prez Captain Stan Sez 

Important Info about your contributions 
& future Newsletters:  

Those of you that contributed will re-

ceive a mailed copy through December, 

unless you already made arrangements 

to get it off the website. Starting in 

January 2018, to cut down on cost, the 

newsletter will be available on the web-

site and/or emailed right to your com-

puter’s mailbox! Please mail checks to 

the return address on last page! 

Editor: Gigi Cockes 

Officers are: 
President: Capt. Stan 

Barfield 

VP/Convention Chair: 

Bob Pierson 

Treasurers: Bob and Sharon 

Thrasher 

Bob Pierson  

Bob and Sharon Thrasher 

Past President: 

Capt. John Wentworth &  

Linda Wentworth  A note from your editors Gigi Cockes & Hart 

Kelley: Next month will feature photos from the 

cruise, general meeting, and banquet at the Boca 

Convention. Please send me any photos you 

took that you might like to see in the newsletter 

to: www.countryimages2@att.net Thanks, Gigi  

Remember to put the NAL Franklin, NC 

Picnic on your calendar for August 25-

27th. More information to come next 

month!  
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The Central Florida Buccaneers News 

From John Wentworth 

                 
CFBs May 10th Luncheon: Already our numbers are thinning out for the sum-

mer with several of our people going north for cooler weather. So, it is appropri-

ate that we begin the summer hiatus at this time with plans to reconvene October 

11th. In attendance today were Bob and Sharon Thrasher, our new President, 

Stan Barfield, Hilda and Jim O'Reilly, Bill Griscom, Larry Helms, Bill West, 

Ernie Ellison, Edward Britt, Jack and Gale Theisen, Sherry Fassett-Bradley, 

David Bradley, Don and Doris Morgan, Chuck Oliveros, Bill Strelecki, Bob Mar-

tin, John Bowling, Ronald Chatlos, Dan Pierce, and Linda and John Wentworth. 

   I brought the group up to date on the changes in the Buccaneer officers and 

newsletter staff and then Stan addressed the members on his taking office. I am 

personally very optimistic about the future of our group with these changes! 

   A bit of history was made today, Bill Strelecki did NOT win 

the 50/50. Instead Sharon Thrasher and Bill Griscom each took 

home a $25 prize. 

Gone but not forgotten 

 
Sad News Department: We received a belated notice of the passing of F/A Carole 

Adeline Headley Wilson on August 5th, 2016. Carole joined NAL in December, 

1969 and made her residence in Hollister, Missouri at the time of her passing. 

   On April 3rd, we lost Captain Ed Holliday at the age of 96. Ed came to NAL in 

December 1950 and retired from PAA in 1980. His residence was in Key Biscayne 

when he passed. I only flew with him once but I remember it was a pleasant experi-

ence! 

   On April 5th Ann Archer, wife of Captain Blair Archer, passed away at the age of 

93. They had been married 51 years! Ann's residence was in Ocala when she passed. 

   We will miss these good people, we will NOT forget them! May their last flight 

West be fair of wind and free from turbulence! 

 

One more note: Captain Dent will finally be laid to rest at The Arlington National Cemetery 

in the Columbarium on July 11, 2017 at 1:00 pm. A short service in the Pope's Chapel will be 

held at 1:00 pm and then will move on to the Columbarium area. He will be buried with full 

honors.  
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Though a bit off the beaten path of major cities, this place is still served by 
several of the major airlines and is fun to fly in and out of.  Good luck.   

OK airplane buffs, this is my first foray into the realm of stump the dum-
mies, so please be gentle with me. Being an ex-Army Aviator, oxymoron 

I know, hopefully this will give you a little time in front of the computer 
screen. Email me with your answers! 

Hart Kelley 
islandhartjune@aol.com 

 from the HART 
Mystery Airplane and Airport: It's a little 

early yet so more IDs may come in, but as of 

this printing..... The Kinner B2 Sportwing was 

recognized by Curt Briggs and Vince Wynne. 

The airport, New Bern N.C., was correctly 

IDed by Bob Massey, Curt Briggs, Vince 

Wynne, Hart Kelley, Gary Snodgrass, and from 

a fjord in Norway, Dusty Rhodes. 

   I now turn this feature over to Hart Kelley 

who will surely take it and make it his own!  

Last Month’s winners: 

mailto:islandhartjune@aol.com
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I offer this list of convention attendees as an approximation only. Not everyone was involved 

in all aspects of the event so I must resort to a failing memory as well as a list lost in flux from 

many last minute changes. I feel compelled to take the cowardly way out and hide behind the 

following disclaimer, which has served me well in the past and hopefully will get me through 

again this time. If you were there and your name appears, you're home free. If you were there 

and your name does NOT appear, and you would like to be recognized, send me a note and I 

will attempt to make amends. If your name does not appear and you were not there, no further 

action is required. So, let's get started. Rennie and Donna Anllo, Gary Snodgrass, Cynthia 

Riles, John and Lessie Rimes, Judy and Dwaine Simpson, Theresa Smith, Frank and Alicia 

Savino, Linda White, Terry Hughes, Dianna Drescher, Dennis and Ann Maddux, Don and 

Nancy Lovern, Steve and Linda Mills, Kathy Milavic, Suzie Forbes, Carole Pruett, Vince Fal-

letta and Ruth Wolff, Charlie Amacker, Dick Walker, Joe and Linda Claytor, Jack and Sandi 

Gordon, Howard Morgan and Jenny Saul (soon to be Mrs. Morgan), Debby Drab, Paula Shee-

han, Martha Yurke, Bob and Jennifer Pierson, Loyal and Pat Boyer, Hans and Irene Schwarz, 

Tom and Pat Richards, Greg and Beth Schwalbert, Lynda Maselli, Joan and Blaine Holzer, 

Vince Wynne, Paul and Meg Barker, Jon and Gigi Cockes, Gary Morton, Norm Kline, Bob 

and Sharon Thrasher, Erich and Jackie Adams, Jeanne Zarr, Christine Southard, Dan and 

Stephanie Harrison, Olav and Joan Jonassen, Hart and June Kelley, Stan Barfield, Alan and 

Janice Gee, Joe and Valarie Orzeck, Kay Strauss, Shelly Moore Barlow, Dorothy Reynolds, 

Nancy Van Tyle, Bud and Betty Frayser, Eunice Austin, Geneine Jones, Grace King, Jim and 

Alana Hampton, Pat Johnson, David James and grandsons Nick and Luke Sorenson ( many 

thank yous to Nick and Luke for bringing David to us!!), Don DeLamar, Sheryl Dargan, Dave 

Teer, Ben and Baxter Shelfer, Sherry Patterson, Jounice Hill, Rick DuPuis, Sally Salazar, Al-

ice Goneconti, Kimberly Wentworth-Thomas, Tristin Thomas, and Linda and John Wen-

tworth. I am sure there are mistakes in the list, but you at least get the idea. Many of these peo-

ple will reconvene with us next year. If you would like to see them, and be a part of something 

special, please make plans to join us then. You can thank me later. 

Boca Raton 2017 Convention Attendees from John Wentworth 

I have renewed optimism for our club: You are an exceptional group my friends! 
Even after all of these years and the ensuing changes we've experienced, we still 
want to be a part of each other's lives. I LOVE it! 
   With Stan Barfield, Bob Pierson, Bob and Sharon Thrasher, Steve Mills, Gigi 
Cockes and Hart Kelley at the helm, we are in EXCELLENT shape!! Also, I am fully 
confident that you will show them the wonderful support that was given to me during 
my tenure as president and newsletter editor. I step down knowing that YOU, the 
"Club" are worth the effort! 
   From my heart, I thank each of you for your more than kind words and well wishes! 
And I thank Bob Pierson for his unending support always and in all ways and for the 
lovely plaque with my all time favorite airplane on it, and I thank Stan Barfield and Hart 
Kelley for their gift of the exquisite Henry Repeating rifle on behalf of the membership. 
It was quite a wonderful send-off 
   I love you people and look forward to our next meeting and the next and, well, you 
get the idea! Until that next meeting, Be Well! 

PARTING WORDS FROM PAST PRESIDENT JOHN WENTWORTH 
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PHOTO BOOTH IN HOSPITALITY ROOM BY GIGI 

Capt. Don Lovern 

Nancy Lovern 

Kay Strauss & Shelly 

Moore Barrow 

Kathy Melivic 

Alana Botner Hampton 

Jim Hampton 

Gigi Cockes 

Charlie Amacker 

Stan Barfield 
Steve Mills 

Sharon Thrasher 

Bob Thrasher 

Linda White MacKay 

Terry Hughes 

Vince Wynne June Kelley 

Dennis Maddux 
Dick Walker 

Vince Wynne 
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REMEMBER WHEN ? 

The year and month I started flying for NAL an article from the National NOW newsletter November 
1971 stated that the new tri-jet would begin round trip service between NYC and MIA, Palm Beach, 
and Tampa on December 15th. IF you kept your copy, you would see that there were a number of 
pages dedicated to this wonderful new addition including certification for new FAA regulations for ac-
ceptable noise levels,  smoke pollution was eliminated because of burning all fuel, why the colors were 
chosen throughout the cabin, dimensions of cabin height, width, seats, increase in window sizes, and 
more. What a great airplane to work and dine in first class in!  Below left: two flight service ladies you 
might recognize,  Ursula Meyers and Diane McCracken showing engine size and cabin configuration 
of the new DC-10 at Miami International Airport. 
Below right: the NAL sales team take a tour of the new Walt Disney World in Orlando, Florida for their 
annual meeting to familiarize them with the new vacation destination park. 
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Connecting with our NAL Friends 

Do you still connect with old friends from NAL?  

Recently 4 Captains got together for lunch, here in Highlands NC, just because! Jon Cockes, 

Frank Savino, Jim Spillis, and Bob Wilson. Although I wasn’t present I do wish they had taken 

a picture. Next time! They were able to tell some old tales, get in a bunch of laughs, enjoy each 

other’s company for an hour or more. Above left is when we met up with Tex Bynum and Bob 

in September 2016 and had lunch together in Franklin, NC. Above right is Capt. Bob Wilson at 

the Franklin Picnic in August last year with me. Bob has been caretaker of the NAL signs and 

sign-in table for the many years of picnics in Franklin. He now resides at Chestnut Hill As-

sisted Living in Highlands, NC and we are hoping will come with us to this year’s picnic. I 

flew many wonderful flights with Bob and when he left Ocala he gave us his NAL sign from 

one of the jet ways in Tampa from his hangar to ours, which still resides above our hangar in 

Florida. Florence Webster is also expected to arrive with her daughter this year at the Franklin 

picnic. If you want to see these 2 and hopefully Tex (3) great folks this year please make an 

effort to join us. We know you would enjoy the experience! 

Florence Webster, retired NAL 

Flight Crew Scheduler, sent out 

the postcard reminders for the Pic-

nic for many years! 

Please share your stories with a photo to boot! I look forward to continuing this 

section of your newsletter with our human interest stories from when you met 

and how you connect now! Thanks, Gigi 

NAL SIGN 

Captain Dave Dollarhide 

(right) flew into Franklin 

airport  and Jon Cockes 

picked him up and 

dropped him off. Thank 

you for coming to join us! 
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NATIONAL BUCCANEERS CLUB 

P.O. Box 37 

Fruitland Park, FL 34731 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Find the newsletter 
online www.nalbucs.com 

My parents were living in Miami Springs when I was born on March 30, 1942.  After high school, I  attended col-
lege for three years and while working full time for my father started flying at Mary Tracy Gaffney’s “Kendall Fly-
ing School” located at Tamiami Airport.  After receiving my initial flight training from Chuck Oliveros, an instructor 
for Kendall Flying School, he released me for my solo flight.  Today Chuck and I remain longtime friends.  After 

obtaining my Commercial and Instrument licenses, Mary asked if I would obtain my Instrument Instructors license 
and assist her with Instrument flight training.  This was due to the many Flight Engineers from National and East-
ern scheduled for flight training at the time and into the future.  My instrument instructing continued for the next 

ten months before being hired by National Airlines on January 25, 1965. 
While flying for National Airlines and during one of our multiple work stoppages, I responded to a recruitment 

drive advertised in The Miami Herald for Metro-Dade County Deputy Sheriff’s.  After acceptance and graduation, 
I was accorded a “Florida Certificate of Compliance, Metropolitan Police Institute, Dade County, Florida and 

served as a Reserve Deputy in the “Investigation and Special Enforcement Section-Aviation Unit- flight duty fly-
ing helicopters.  After five years with the Dade County Sheriff’s Office an offer was extended, which was ac-
cepted, to be retained as a Deputy, United States Marshal, Department of Justice, Miami, Florida.  Over the 
years while flying with National, Pan American and United Airlines, I qualified as a USCG “Licensed Certified 
Operator of Mechanically propelled passenger carrying vessels up to 30 gross tons”, Florida Licensed Race 

Horse Trainer, NRA Firearm Instructor/Range Safety Officer and currently volunteer as a 2nd Lt. in the Civil Air 
Patrol.  I have been a volunteer with the Marion County Sheriff’s Office since 2004 serving in different capacities 
and was designated a Honorary Marion County Deputy Sheriff in 2013.  After a combined 37 years with National, 

Pan American, and United Airlines retirement caught up to me on April 1, 2002. 
Janeen, a former National flight attendant, and I have been married for 40 years this fall.  We are currently resid-
ing in Ocala, Florida with two dogs and two horses.  Both of us have shown and raced our Arabian horses (35) 

for over 25 years (for more: google “Janeen Barfield Wildfire Arabians”).  We are blessed with two children 
(Janeen’s step children) and 3 grandchildren.  Alexis graduates from high school in May and starts college at 

Florida State University this summer. 

One of the many highlights in my aviation career was to start my flying career with Chuck Oliveros and fly several 

B-777 trips with him, just before his retirement. 

A background check from your new President, Stan Barfield 


