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The first Ocala luncheon after the summer recess was 

held on October 11th at the Golden Corral restaurant 

with a very good turnout.  After lunch we had a short 

discussion regarding the options of how to handle the 

annual dues moving forward.  Up until now the pri-

mary use of the dues was to pay for the newsletter 

printing and mailing costs, running the club, and cov-

ering certain costs for the convention.  With the rising 

costs associated with printing and mailing the newslet-

ter, the decision to discontinue mailing a hardcopy of 

the newsletter will resolve many issues and should 

ease pressure on the club treasury.  The newsletter will 

continue to be accessible on the nalbucs.com website 

each month.  For those that are not computer savvy we 

may ask volunteers to assist us in trying to get you a 

copy in some manner.  Bob Thrasher provided us with 

a short summary of our treasury account and future 

costs anticipated in the coming year.  As always, we 

welcome your input and suggestions at any time.  Feel 

free to email me at kodiakbigfoot@aol.com.  Wishing 

everyone a happy and safe Thanksgiving. 

Prez Captain Stan Sez 
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Email me with your answers! 
Hart Kelley 

islandhartjune@aol.com 

October's mystery airplane stumped more folks than anticipated. The Bristol 
Scout was built in 1914 and at the time had a blazing speed of 97 mph.  It is also 
memorable because it was the first land plane to be flown from a ship.  Though it 
proved to be hard to identify, Vince Wynne, Jim Gannon, Curt Briggs, Alan Gee.     
Gary Snodgrass, Jerome Kline, Bill Bateman, Bob Thrasher, Linda and Bob 
Spencer nailed it..    
Gary Snodgrass, though a bit tardy with the response, correctly identified both the 
airplane and airport of September. Since age is a factor, leeway has to be given 
for his late response and distance from civilization.  

 Jim Gettys, Dusty Rhodes, Vince Wynne, Bob Massey, Jim Gannon, Curt Briggs, 
John Wentworth, Bob & Linda Spencer, Alan Gee, Jerome Kline, and Stan "Da Prez" 
Barfield all correctly identified Newport News/Williamsburg International Airport-KPHF  

Airplane and Airport winners from October 

 from the HART 

In order for Gigi to have time to put all the pieces of the Newsletter together, starting in 
November you need to get your guesses for the mystery airport and airplane back to me 
by the 25th of the month.  Thanks. 

mailto:islandhartjune@aol.com
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November Mystery Airplane and Airport 
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     Rolling On by Hart Kelley 
From the beginning of commercial aviation all macho pilot types were seen schlepping 
their suitcases and flight bags through airports, one in each hand. Why? Because every 
other lemming pilot did it that way. If seen with a flight attendant folding luggage cart, 
they would be shunned, teased and probably have to buy their own beer on the layover, if 
they were even invited to go out with “the guys.” Initially, some of the smarter, forward 
thinking in the group, faked injury in order to allow brains to triumph over abject 
stupidity. Thank goodness.. If pilots had only watched and learned from flight attendants 
sooner, they were the first to show the rest of us how to carry a suitcase sensibly. 

 
One of the few meaningful contributions the “Blue Ballers” made to the evolution 

of our uneducated, unrefined, undisciplined Cave Men, (their words not mine) 
Orange pilot group, was to allow us the opportunity to shed our false bravado, 
not to mention saving money on chiropractic adjustments, and purchase a 

“wheelie.” Within months of the “merger,”(really a hostile takeover) wheelies started ap-
pearing more and more frequently. The sneers, smirks and sotto-voce comments contin-
ued for a brief period of time, until common sense and “back pain” overcame testosterone. 
 
The “wheelie” era was humorous. They came in every shape and size, from undersized 
and cheaply made, to those you could use to move furniture on your days off. The 
normally “frugal” (insert the word cheap here) aviator was more inclined to have what 
could be called the Wal-Mart special of the day. Flimsy and poorly constructed, to go right 
along with little if any design characteristics. The suitcase and flight bag, when dashing OJ 
like between flights, would frequently depart the apparatus and forge a circuitous route 
down an escalator or staircase. Due to the aforementioned lack of serious functionality; 
modifications were required to prevent the premature ejection during these flights of 
fancy between concourses. Along came the bungee cord. Not just one, but multiple, in 
crisscrossed and macramé patterns that at times resembled a giant multicolored spider 
web. 
Storage of these newly acquired necessities was even more troublesome and at times 
hilarious, especially for passengers. After seeing the flight crews dragging their bags on 
these foldable contraptions, they became a must have for the frequent fliers as well. I am 
almost certain the required flight attendant announcement regarding “opening the 

overhead bins carefully as items may have shifted in flight,” was specifically added because of 
the wheelie. The wheelie actually remained in vogue until the late 1980’s. Originally 
wheels were added to suitcases in 1970 by an inventor named Bernard Sadow but were 
impractical for flight crews. The modern Rollaboard, and the TravelPro company were in-
vented and founded by a Northwest 747 pilot, Robert Plath in 1987. 
Hard to believe we put men on the moon before wheels on a suitcase. 
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Gone but not forgotten 

Notes from John Wentworth 

Sad News Department: On October 10th we lost F/E George "Art" Schmitt. Art came to 

National in June, 1969 and stayed through Pan Am's demise. He later went on to be a Check 

Engineer on B747s for American International Airways, (Kalitta Air). His home was in Pensa-

cola when he passed away at the age of 79. It was always a pleasure to have Art in the crew 

when we flew 727s together. 

   On October 14th Pauline Griscom, wife of our own Bill Griscom, passed away at the age of 

88. She was in Hospice in Ocala at the time. Bill and Pauline were married 64 years. 

   We will miss these good people, we will NOT forget them. May their last flight West be fair 

of wind and free from turbulence. 

The 2017/2018 CFB luncheon season began October 11th with 33 of our group in atten-

dance. Several of our folks traveled quite a distance to be with us, Ron Chatlos from Sebring, 

Hart Kelley flew his plane in from Pine Island, Bob and Dorothy Cassube from Branford, Steve 

and Linda Mills from Palm Coast and Kay Strauss from Daytona. I love the idea that friend-

ships are important enough to put that much effort into their maintenance. And a bit of history 

was made this day; Bill Strelecki did NOT win the 50/50. More on that in a moment. 

   We actually conducted a bit of business at this meeting rather than just purely goofing off. 

President Stan Barfield and Sec./Trea. Bob Thrasher held a discussion concerning the future 

operational costs of running the club and how those costs will be met. As you are probably al-

ready aware, the paper copy of the newsletter, which has been our major expense and biggest 

headache, will go away after December. But there are other smaller expenses that still need at-

tention. The club officers will be meeting soon to discuss the options and will let us know what 

they deem to be the most appropriate way to proceed in that regard. When they do make their 

determination, I ask that you support them as they are working on OUR behalf not their own. It 

was also decided that we WILL have the annual Christmas "Yankee Trader" luncheon in De-

cember! That's ALWAYS fun! 

   So, who was there? RON CHATLOS, JIM and HILDA O'REILLY, KAY STRAUSS, STAN 

BARFIELD, HART KELLEY, DAVE BLESSING, SHERRY and DAVID BRADLEY, BILL 

GRISCOM, Mr. and Mrs. CHUCK OLIVEROS, STEVE and LINDA MILLS, ERNIE ELLI-

SON, BILL WEST, DAN PIERCE, JACK and GAIL THEISEN, DON and DORIS MORGAN, 

RUSTY HEARD, BOB THRASHER, LARRY HELMS, BOB and DOROTHY CASSUBE, 

JOE FRICKS, BILL STRELECKI, BOB MARTIN, JAY HOPPE, JOHN BOWLING, and 

LINDA and JOHN WENTWORTH. 

   OK, what actually happened with the 50/50? To be perfectly honest, I'm not totally sure but I 

think it went something like this. Bob Thrasher drew the first win. Stan Barfield drew the sec-

ond but asked that another number be drawn instead. The next number had no claimant so, after 

some discussion it was decided that our server, Marisa, should get the prize. The last winner 

was again, Stan Barfield who then accepted fate and went home $25 richer. Even after giving 

out three $25 prizes the club still took in $50 for operating expenses. I don't know how he does 

it, but I'm thankful he does! Thank you Dan Pierce!!   We meet again on November 8th. Until 

then, BE WELL!     Photos of these folks on next page 
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Central Florida Buccaneers Luncheon October 11, 2017 

Photos sent in from Steve Mills 
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From Your Editor: Gigi Cockes 

Jon and I always enjoyed coming to these luncheons. Now that we have moved full time 

to North Carolina we will miss these soirées at the Golden Corral in Ocala. Loved see-

ing your photos and that you are still enjoying lunch and each other!  

If any of you have outings like this with your National friends please send photos 

and the names of who were there! We’d all love to hear what you are doing. 
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NAL BUCCANEERS CLUB 

P.O. Box 37 

Fruitland Park, FL 34731 

Find the newsletter online 
www.nalbucs.com in living 

color! 

Baxter Billson Shelfer back when the 

Starburst was introduced 1967 

Recognize 

these glasses? 

 
News from 1967 


