
As February rapidly concludes in a few days and 

March is right around the corner, our NAL 

BUCCANEERS ANNUAL CONVENTION weekend 

of May 4-6 is about sixty days away.  We, as your 

elected officers hold high hopes that you may 

consider joining us for a rendezvous with friends in 

Boca.  There appears to be some of our members, 

including myself, that don’t have a “warm and fuzzy” 

feeling for the Boca Raton Embassy Suite Hotel.  We 

have taken inputs from our members, searched far 

and beyond attempting to find another location, but 

continually hit a brick wall regarding a price with all 

the amenities that would work for most of us.  In 

other words, as previously mentioned, “the biggest 

bang for the buck”.   As a reminder, a Registration 

and Dues renewal form has been mailed to all 

members.  We will continue to make every effort to 

insure when you leave Boca Raton, as you drive away 

you say, “good convention”. Best wishes to all and 

hope to see you at the convention.   Stan 
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Airplane and Airport winners from February 2018 

 from the  

HART 

  

The mystery men vanished this month?  Didn't think the plane and airport were that 
tough but we got less guesses than usual.  Maybe the cold weather slowed 
everyone down. 
 
The following few identified the Hawker Sea Fury:  Bob Thrasher, John Wentworth, 
Rusty Heard, Vince Wynne, Curt Briggs and Alan Gee. 
 
The Houston Hobby airport was correctly identified by:  John Wentworth, Bob 
Massey, Dusty Rhodes, Rusty Heard, Vince Wynne, Curt Briggs, Alan Gee and Jim 
Gannon. 

Headed to the Smoker. Yum, Yum 

WANTED 

ARE YOU COMING TO THE NAL BUCCANEER’S CONVENTION IN MAY? 

 

              WE ARE LOOKING FOR : 

 FOLKS THAT LIKE A FUN WEEKEND  

      PLANNED OUT FOR THEM! 

 SOMEONE THAT LIKES TO SEE THEIR  

      OLD BUDS FROM THE PAST AND MEET  

      THEM AGAIN FOR THE FIRST TIME! 

 WANTS TO CHECK-IN FOR THEIR FLIGHT  

       TO ONLY LAYOVER AT THE HOTEL! 

 ENJOYING HAPPY HOUR EVERY EVENING  

      WITH SOME PEOPLE YOU STILL MAY  

                         RECOGNIZE? 

 BE ENTERTAINED BY A COMEDIAN  

        BROUGHT IN JUST FOR US ON SAT. ? 

     

     IF ANY OF THESE REASONS FIT YOU,  

               PLEASE MAKE YOUR   

               RESERVATIONS NOW! 



March Mystery Airplane and Airport 

Email me with your answers! 
Hart Kelley 

islandhartjune@aol.com 

mailto:islandhartjune@aol.com


                                            

One of my former Army Helicopter buddies sent me this article and since I was feeling too lazy 

to come up with something of my own, and since it is spot on, thought it would be a nice 

diversion from my monthly offerings. Hart 

 

                                         Musings of an unknown Helicopter Pilot 

 

An aircraft that screws its way into the sky, flies according to unnatural principals. You never 

want to sneak up behind an old high-time helicopter pilot and clap your hands. He will instantly 

dive for cover and most likely whimper...then get up smack you. There are no old helicopters 

lying around airports like you see old Airplanes. There is a reason for this. Come to think of it, 

there are not many old high-time helicopter pilots hanging around airports either so the first 

issue is problematic. You can always tell a helicopter pilot in anything moving, a train, an 

airplane, a car or a boat. They never smile, they are always listening to the machine and they 

always hear something they think is not right. 

 

Helicopter pilots fly in a mode of intensity, actually more like "spring loaded", while waiting 

for pieces of their ship to fall off. 

 

Flying a helicopter at any altitude over 500 feet is considered reckless and should be avoided. 

Flying a helicopter at any altitude or condition that precludes a landing in less than 20 seconds 

is considered outright foolhardy. Remember in a helicopter you have about 1 second to lower 

the collective in an engine failure before it becomes unrecoverable. Once you've failed this 

maneuver the machine flies about as well as a 20 case Coke machine. Even a perfectly executed 

autorotation only gives you a glide ratio slightly better than that of a brick. 180-degree auto 

rotations are a violent and aerobatic maneuver in my opinion and should be avoided. 

 

When your wings are leading, lagging, flapping, precessing and moving faster than your 

fuselage there's something unnatural going on. Is this the way men were meant to fly? 

 

While hovering, if you start to sink a bit, you pull up on the collective while twisting the 

throttle, push with your left foot (more torque) and move the stick left (more translating 

tendency) to hold your spot. If you now need to stop rising, you do the opposite in that order. 

Sometimes in wind you do this many times each second. Don't you think that's a strange way to 

fly? 

 

For Helicopters: You never want to feel a sinking feeling in your gut (low "g" pushover) while 

flying a two bladed under slung teetering rotor system. You are about to do a snap roll to the 

right and crash. For that matter, any remotely aerobatic maneuver should be avoided in a Huey. 

Don't push your luck. It will run out soon enough anyway. 

 

If everything is working fine on your helicopter consider yourself temporarily lucky. 

Something is about to break. 

 

(Continued) 



 

(Continued) 

 

Helicopters are different from planes. An airplane by its nature wants to fly, and if not 

interfered with too strongly by unusual events or by a deliberately incompetent pilot, it will fly. 

A helicopter does not want to fly. It is maintained in the air by a variety of forces and controls 

working in opposition to each other, and if there is any disturbance in this delicate balance the 

helicopter stops flying; immediately and disastrously. 

 

There is no such thing as a gliding helicopter. 

 

"This is why being a helicopter pilot is so different from being an airplane pilot, and why in 

generality, airplane pilots are open, clear-eyed, buoyant extroverts and helicopter pilots are 

brooding introspective anticipators of trouble. They know if something bad has not happened it 

is about to. " Having said all this, I will also tell you that flying in a helicopter is one of the 

most satisfying and exhilarating experiences I have ever enjoyed. 

 

What I miss most is skimming over the trees at 100 knots + in a light observation helicopter. 

 

And remember the fighter pilot's prayer: 

"Lord I pray for the eyes of an eagle, the heart of a lion and the balls of a combat helicopter 

pilot." 



Central Florida Buccaneers Luncheon February 2018 

Your Editor on the Move for good news! 
(soon to be renamed “Where in the world is Gigi now?” 

 

 

I am happy to report when Jon and I visited 

Sandie and Jack Gordon we were overwhelmed 

with his good news! Since last October Jack has 

been searching out answers for a lump on his 

neck, finding the right choice by going to Mayo 

Clinic in Jax, responding well to his chemo 

treatments for lymphoma, and just got the news 

before we arrived at his place in Cape Canaveral 

February 19th, that he is in remission!!! As with 

anyone struck with cancer he is elated but could 

always use your prayers and well wishes for 

continued good health! Gigi Cockes with Jack and Sandie Gordon 

You can take part in the news updates! LET ME KNOW IF YOU ARE CONNECTING WITH 

YOUR NAL FRIENDS AND TAKE A PICTURE!   Send to Gigi Cockes 

countryimages2@att.net  and please add NAL in the subject line. Deadline is the 27th of each 

month. Thanks!! 

                                              

Our Secretary/Treasurer Bob Thrasher asked that I cover the Central Florida 

Buccaneers February 2018 luncheon as he and his wife were out of town for the 

day.  Those present were:  John and Linda Wentworth. Dan Pierce, Bob and Faye 

Murrell, Bill Stelecki, Ronald Chatlos, Bill Griscom, Stan Barfield, Chuck 

Oliveros, Don and Doris Morgan, Ernie Ellison, Hilda and Jim O’Reilly, Joe Fricks 

and Frank Savino. 

 

The 50/50 raffle was won by Linda Wentworth and Ronald Chatlos. 

Dan Pierce brought up a possible volunteer activity that may be of interest to those 

that may like an additional activity for mid Saturday afternoon.  The comedy show 

will be starting at 9:00 Saturday evening.  Further details will be available as soon 

as they are received. 

Stan 



 

Sad News Department: Stewardess Celia Blount Sorrells, age 90, passed away 

on January 7th.  

 

F/A Nancee Nowicki Crawford, NAL, PAA, DAL passed away on January 20th 

after an illness. We have little information but it is believed that she was living in 

Faro, Portugal at the time. Nancy joined National in June, 1965. 

    

F/E Jim Kell came to NAL in April, 1966 from EAL and eventually retired from 

PAA. Jim passed away January 29th at the age of 95. 

 

 We will miss these good people, we will NOT forget them! May their last flight 

West be fair of wind and free from turbulence. 

Gone but not forgotten 

Notes from John Wentworth 

Stan took over the luncheon report from Bob 

Thrasher this month he is a little indisposed. 

By now on his way home after being here in 

the Tavares Hospital from a fall at home, 

injuring his back. When he sent me this he 

called it the Bionic Man! Right now he thinks  

surgery may not be needed ! Well wishes can 

be sent to his email: robertthrasher@me.com 

  Get well soon Bob and best wishes, Gigi 

NOTE: SO IMPORTANT FROM YOUR NAL BUC’S VOLUNTEERS! 

Bob is our NAL BUC’S Treasurer and is contemplating stepping down due to he and Sharon’s 

health. The near future problem is the collecting for Boca Raton Convention as well as dues. 

The Convention sign ups cannot be done last minute. It is a huge job for Bob Pierson and Bob 

Thrasher. The sooner these reservations and payments are sent in, the less of a hardship on the 

volunteers and/or stand-ins when the event arrives. We need your help, please send in your sign 

up forms and payments ASAP, and don’t forget to make your hotel reservations today!  

Thanks, Gigi 



 

 
 

 

 

Date:  August 24 and 25 

Place:  Franklin, North Carolina 

Lodging:  Hampton Inn 

 

Activities: 

     Friday, August 24 - Social Hour at the Hampton Inn at 3:30 PM then dinner  

at Willie's Bar-b-que at 5:30 p.m. 

     Saturday, August 25 - Picnic at Macon Park, 10:00 AM until. . . . . 

Some Important Notes: 

     1.  There will be no letters mailed this year about the picnic.  So call folks to 

spread the word - especially if you know they don't receive this emailed 

newsletter. 

     2.  The special rate the Hampton is giving us is $109.00 plus tax per night 

     3.  To make a reservation, DO NOT reserve online or call the 800 number 

because you will not be able to get the above rate.  Call the Hampton Inn in 

Franklin directly at:  828-369-0600 and press 0 to speak to the front desk.  Ask for 

the Buccaneer rate of $109. 

     4.  The picnic fare will be the same.  Hamburgers, hot dogs, brats and bottled 

water will be provided.  Those of you who live in the area are asked to bring a 

side dish for the potluck table. 

Hope to see you there! 

Dick Walker 

850-566-8370 

It's coming... mark your calendars now:   

The 2018 Buccaneer Picnic 

2017  

come back and 

see us in August! 


